
Educating homeless teens.  Investing in Tucson’s future.
“I did it!”, said Rachel Ramos, 1996 Marana 
High School graduate. “I struggled pretty 
much my whole life,” she noted. Rachel 
clearly remembers the day when she 
declared, “I’m going to build my own 
family – one with normal people.” At 
the time her father, in and out of prison 
over the years and a drug addict, was 
having a delusional episode precipitated 
from meth use. Rachel, a full-time staff 
accountant with Keegan, Linscott & 
Kenon, PC since January 2007, married 

husband Joshua nine years ago and they have three children: Rosana 
(9), Joshua (4) and Alex (1). While creating a family was one goal she 
envisioned, the other was to graduate from high school and go on to 
college. And she “did” that too.

 “I chose accounting as my college major because I wanted to be realistic 
and have a comfortable lifestyle.” Blending her skills in technology, math 
and an affinity toward utilizing specialized software, Rachel assists the 
department’s senior accountants by researching transactions and collecting 
the financial back-up for case analysis and presentation during litigation and 
for clients who may be filing for bankruptcy. Undergraduate studies began 
at Arizona State University, where she was awarded a two-year scholarship, 
and completed at the University of Phoenix where she could work and take 
courses in the evening. Rachel also received an MBA from the University of 
Phoenix in May 2008 and plans to pursue her CPA.  

Today Rachel is thriving, especially when she reflects on the many 
frustrations and challenges she experienced during her youth.  “I had to 
be an adult long before I should have been. No one really cared,” she 
said. As a teen she had pent-up anger, no rules, and little opportunity 
to learn healthy life tools important to success.  Born in New Mexico, 
Rachel never had a relationship with her mother.  “She was addicted to 
drugs and a prostitute and died from an overdose when I was 12 years 
old,” she stated.  “My mother did not want to take care of me and left 
me with my dad.” Her father, at 22, was unprepared to parent, and 
Rachel lived with her grandparents until she turned 15 years old.  

When Rachel turned five years old, her grandfather lost his job and they 
moved from New Mexico to California. “I had a lot of problems in school in 
California. People picked on me and threw food at me during lunch because 
I made straight As, and we were poor.” But Rachel was a fighter – figuratively 
and literally: she landed in juvenile detention for nine months because she 
fought with those who taunted her. “I learned breathing techniques and how 
to take ten seconds to think so I didn’t blurt,” she said.  To start fresh, she 
moved to Tucson to live with her father’s ex-wife and her current husband. 
“The first three or four months were OK,” she remarked. And then the living 
situation 

Upcoming Events

Arizona Roofing Contractors Association 
“Raising the Roof for YOTO” 
6th Annual Charity Bowling Tournament
Tournament Bowling, Silent Auction, Raffle & Prize Lanes 
Saturday, July 11, 2009 • 11:00am - 4:00pm

Turn to page 2 for team registration and event details.
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deteriorated: she felt like an outsider. Rachel, a straight A student, was on the verge of 
dropping out of high school. “I was stressed, burnt out.” She worked two jobs, 30 to 
40 hours per week, to pay rent and to make ends meet while she attended Marana High 
School full-time. She had a roof over her head but no support. When she missed school 
for one week, a teacher gave Rachel a call, and she was connected with the YOTO Liaison 
to receive the support she so desperately needed.   

The $100 (now $125) monthly stipend assisted with living essentials and easy access to 
hygiene supplies freed up additional funds.  “People don’t realize how much it costs to 
be clean!” she said.  The Liaison arranged regular group meetings for the YOTO students 
attending Marana High School. Rachel appreciated those visits as she could speak about 
the challenges of being homeless unaccompanied with peers who were in a similar 
situation. She went from “no one cares” to “several people cared”, including those adults 
with whom she worked as part of the school work/study program. 

Rachel is an example of “homeless” as applied to education and that is currently defined 
by law through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. She had a roof over her 
head but it was not permanent or stable. As well, she did not have a parent or long-term 
legal guardian involved in her life. Those conditions made Rachel more vulnerable to 
dropping out of high school. Instead of facing the cycle of poverty that characterizes 
the lives of most dropouts, Rachel’s tenacity combined with YOTO’s assistance made it 
possible for her to achieve her potential.

6TH ANNUAL
ARIZONA ROOFING CONTRACTORS

ASSOCIATION (ARCA)
CHARITY BOWLING TOURNAMENT

Saturday, July 11, 2009

Golden Pin Lanes
1010 W. Miracle Mile

11:00 am	 Registration
Noon - 4:00 pm	 Tournament Play

Silent Auction, Raffle & Prize Lanes

100% of event proceeds benefit
YOTO students!

To register a team, please call 520.882.5757 or 
877.335.2722. The team registration fee is $300 (six 
bowlers per team). Participants receive three games of 
tournament bowling, shoe rental, lunch, registration 
bag with fun goodies, event T-shirt and door prizes! 
Drop-ins and non-bowlers are charged $20, which 
includes registration bag and lunch.

This year’s event theme is “Mardi Gras” and a prize will 
be awarded for the best team costume; judging the 
costume competition is YOTO’s Mary Gruensfelder-
Cox.

Event volunteers needed! Flexible times!
To volunteer during the day of the event, please 
contact Gina Babunovic at 520.293.1136 or 
gbabunovic@yoto.org.

ARCA Charity Bowling Tournament committee members began planning this fun, 
family-oriented bowling event last January. (L to R): Martin Headlee, Headlee 
Roofing; Frank Ortiz, Arizona Sun Roofing; Nora Archuleta, daughter of Harless 
Oscislawski; Joe Simms, JPS Product Development; Scott Ekstrom, Ralph Hayes 
Roofing; Harless Oscislawski, E-LAS-TEK; Ruben Morales, Rain-Tek; Caryn 
Bustos, Golden Pins Lanes; Sam Brush, RSG of Arizona. 

TOUCH POINT CONNECTION - FYI GATHERINGS 
Become a success coach to a teen girl or boy! In fulfilling YOTO’s guidance portion of 
the mission, the agency partnered with Touch Point Connection (TPC) in August 2008 
to provide students with the added support they need to be successful. TPC’s mission is 
to coach teens and young adults to embrace their education and build successful futures 
through professionally supported relationships with trained Volunteer Coaches.  

To learn more on becoming a Volunteer Coach, please attend one of the upcoming 
one-hour FYI Gatherings held at the Tucson Jewish Community Center located at 3800 E. 
River Road.

Wednesday, August 5 and Thursday, September 10 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Registration begins at 5:45 pm

To RSVP or for more information contact admin@TouchPointConnection.org or by 
calling 520.616.2960. To visit the TPC website, please log onto 
www.TouchPointConnection.org.

Student Needs Alert 
 
Current Mini-Mall Needs 
Mac and Cheese
Pasta
Spaghetti sauce
Laundry Detergent (32 loads or less/container)
Dish Soap
Disposable Diapers (Sizes 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Pull-up Disposable Diapers (Sizes 2T/3T & 4T/5T)
Baby Wipes
Tampons (20/40 box count)
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IN REVIEW
The soaring Catalinas and Tucson’s city lights set a 

dramatic, elegant stage for this year’s 14th Annual Top 

of the Town ‘09 to benefit Youth On Their Own.  The 

Gala was held Saturday, March 7, 2009 at The Westin 

La Paloma, where over 350 sponsors, guests and 

volunteers gathered to raise funds that support core 

services for homeless unaccompanied YOTO youth 

as they pursue their high school diplomas. Guests 

enjoyed bidding on silent and live auction items, 

playing the Heads and Tails game, dinner, and the live 

music of The Desert Cadillacs. The program highlight 

was the three YOTO student presentations, in which 

Archie White, Krista McCleery, and Giselle Moreno-

Gutierrez shared their challenges and successes, 

despite difficult circumstances, in reaching their 

educational goals.  

VIEW ALL THE EVENT PHOTOS BY

LOGGING ONTO WWW.YOTO.ORG

Photographs courtesy of 
Robin Stancliff of 

Robin Stancliff Photography. 

 Thank you, Robin, for your 
artistry and continued  

“snapshots” of YOTO history. 
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IN REVIEW
On behalf of all YOTO students, board members and staff … Thank you!

Event Sponsors
 
Silver
 
 

 
 

Bronze

 

Copper

 
Supporters
 
Community Partnership of 
    Southern Arizona 
Ridgetop Group, Inc.

Event Service Donors
Event Service Donors assist in 

defraying the cost of the event by 

donating their services or providing 

substantial service discounts.

 
Allegra Print & Imaging 
    22nd and Park 
Commotions Studios 
Fox 11 KMSB 
Robin Stancliff Photography 
The Westin La Paloma 
    Resort & Spa 
Tucson Lifestyle Magazine 
    – Media Partner 
 
SOS Challenge 2009 
YOTO alum Tabetha Bruns 
led the SOS (Support Our 
Students) Challenge, with initial 
funds established this year by 
Commerce Bank of Arizona and 
SOS Charter Members. This is a 
special call for additional support 
and is held only during the 
evening of the event.  
 
Commerce Bank of Arizona 
   and 
SOS Charter Members:
Lance & Phyllis Bement 
Bolchalk Frey Marketing 
Tom & Mary Jane Lundsgaard 
Ron & Mary Stewart 
 
SOS Contributors
Anonymous (2) 
Robert & Susan Auman 
Linda Arzoumanian 
Roger and Mary Baglien 
Mitch Blum 
Bolchalk Frey Marketing 
Patrick & Janice Broom 
John Burgess 
Debbie & Patrick Butler 
Canyon Cabinetry & Design 
Ashley Carrillo 
Eric Carrillo 

CataVinos Wine Shoppe 
    Yvonne Foucher 
    Carrie Slattery 
Stewart & Sandy Chan 
Charlene Dawson 
Peter Deluca  
Victor DeNigris 
Kevin & Joyce Donovan 
Christopher E. Dudding 
Tom & Jan Earley 
Bruce & Linda Eckholm 
EMS Realty, Inc. 
Dr. Michael & Sidney Engs 
Derre Ferdon  
Robyn Frey 
John & Gwen Gildea 
Greg & Kathy Good 
Jeffrey & Jo Grant 
Miles Green 
Linda Gulbrandson 
Judy Hammerton 
Ken & Kathi Heeter 
David & Myra Hopper 
Ralph & Sheryl Hudson 
Ed & Lynn Kelley 
David & Kathryn Langevin 
Emily & Adam Lazarus 
Ingeborg Lorensen 
David & Ann Marks 
Rudy & Maria Mathews 
Laurie Mazerbo 
Lorrane McPherson 
    & Bruce Fulton 
Robert & Denise Meeks 
Karen Oden 
Lane Oden 
Nancy Panico 
Jerry & Gigi Parisi 
Kimberly Peters 
Bill & Jackie Petrella 
Robert & Katherine Ramirez 
Ernest & Janice Salerno 
Dake Sands 
Richard & Jacqui Sasser 
Anne Segal  
Ed & Shelley Semler 
Robert Shorr 
Erica Sparks 
Rich & Judy Speers 

Mayor Robert & Beth Walkup 
Jeff & Jill White 
Robert Wildey 
Steven & Pamela Willis 
Karin & Roger Yohem 
Mark Ziska 
Stuart & Raymonde Zlotnikoff 
 
Contributors
Following are donations received 

beyond a sponsorship, ticket price or 

in lieu of event attendance:

 
All Over Media 
Lesley Andrus 
AZ Laureate Alpha Upsilon 
Paul Bennett 
Charlotte Benz 
Gene & Barbara Berlanti 
Claire & Robert Burton 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Butler, II 
Julie Cohen 
Commerce Bank of Arizona 
Karrie Cravens 
Jeff Dean & Jill Weber Dean 
Edward & Mary Elizabeth 
Eldredge 
Suzanne Emam & Gabriel Chin 
Randall Fisher 
Dr. Roger T. Grimes 
Eric Gustafson 
Lester Hayt, Jr. & S. Hayt 
Patrick Henderson 
Ella Marie Hirsch 
Gil & Alice Homstad 
Pauline Kaltenbacher 
Jeff & Karen Katz 
Shelley & Richard King 
Linda & Fred Knox 
Greg Koshkarian & Sujatha Reddy 
Kristie Leshinskie 
Lura Lovell 
Colleen Maschmedt 
R.G. & P. Christy Maxwell 
Jared McCain 
Karen & Alex Mlawsky 
Harvey Morris & 
    Hadassa Filler-Morris  
Richard & Melva Morrow 

Southern Arizona Bankers Council

4    SPRING/SUMMER ’09



IN REVIEW
Gigi & Jerry Parisi 
Galen & Karen Pate 
Joe & Ramona Pease 
Charles & Patricia Pettis 
Randall & Lynn Reynolds 
David & Sarah Smallhouse 
Reed Smith 
Edward & Nancy Strauss 
The Bablove Agency, Inc. 
Dr. Robert &  
    Mrs. Audrey Thomassen 
Arnold & Marian Thompson 
Wells Fargo Business Banking 
Gregg & Carolyn Willits 
Jean Workman 
 
In honor of Bob Tennison’s 
Birthday
Suzanne Tennison 
 
In memory of Bonnie Szalkie 
Jennifer Lyle 
 
Auction Donors
AK Jensen Apparel 
Alan Potter Ceramics 
Amy Kyle 
Argentina Polo & Leather 
Dwayne Arneson 
Art for Arizona Decors 
Maureen Connell, Artist 
Art Glass By Jamie Acklin 
ATA Martial Arts and Karate 
     for Kids 
Avalon for Hair, Skin and Nails 
AZ Robbins Tax 
Bear Canyon Interiors 
Phyllis & Lance Bement 
Bird’s Nest Baking Company 
Body Works Studio 
Chris Bubany 
Canyon Ranch 
Carol Jennens 
Carolyn & John Davis 
Chopped Restaurant 
Clark Family Trust 
Dee Coleman 
Dianna Coxhead 
Deborah Currier 
David Sisk 
Davis Dominquez Gallery 

DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun 
Desert Design Cuts 
Designs by Jackie 
E-Dental Solutions 
Estate of Rose A. Dorn 
Glass Stuff, LLC 
Glassy Gals 
Jan Gutierrez 
Harvest Restaurant 
Isabel Hendricks 
Hollo Collection 
    Antique Furniture and 
    Accessories, Restoration and 
    “Made to Measure” 
House ‘n Garden 
Howard & Jeanne Olsen 
Jerry’s Cigars 
Jewelry Mode by LC 
JM Dzgnz 
JM Jr. Architect 
Joan Hull 
Joel Ewing 
Judy Utoft 
JW Marriott Hotel & Resorts 
Starr Pass 
Kay Womacks 
KCL Woods 
Ken Yaeglin 
Kissed By An Italian 
Lane & Kimberle Oden 
Laurie Wettersneider 
Leonard Tinnell 
Linda Borish, LCB 
Lucine Dirtadian & Ursula Rogers 
Madaras Gallery, Inc. 
Marilyn McCarthy 
Mark & Chantel Stoops 
Mark Hines Design 
Marv Kirchler 
Metal Arts Gallery 
Miquel’s at La Posada 
Omni Tucson National 
Open Mouth Arts 
Oro Valley Heating and Cooling 
Pat Kennedy 
Randy & Patti Yenerich 
Razmataz 
Robin Supalla 
Rogoway Tourquoise 
    Tortoise Gallery 
Ron & Mary Stewart 

Rose Tyson  
Sally Bengtson 
Sam Hughes Championship 
    Dining 
Sandra Vanderwall 
Sandra Windsor 
Saucy-Saucy 
Schlomo & Vito’s 
    Restaurant & Deli 
Sewing Bee/Desert Hill 
    Lutheran Church 
Sigi’s Boutique 
Skyline Gallery 
Fine Artistry in Jewelry, Glass, 
    Wood & Pottery 
Sonoran Glass Art Academy 
Spirals Salon 
Stems A Shoe Boutique 
Studio C 
Sue Sackrider 
SurReal Restaurant 
TDC Interiors 
The Bag Ladies 
The Gallery Golf Club 
The Golf Club at Vistoso 
The Loop Taste of Chicago 
The Max Gallery 
The Stone Canyon Club 
Todd & Susan Flynn 
Tom & Jessie Hinson 
Tom Philabaum, Philabaum Glass 
Tony Valdes 
Tucson Stained Glass 
Ulla Noor Warner 
Yvonne Steinbring 
Craig Wunderlich 
Zocalo Silver Design 
 
Top of the Town ‘09  
Team Leadership
 
Barbara Bardach - Chair

Sue Brooks - Event Manager

Dianna Coxhead - Acquisition

Mary Gruensfelder-Cox - Program

Kelly Loeb	 - Auction Check-Out

Gina Babunovic - Communications

Isabel Hendricks - Production

Mary Stewart - Sponsorship

Mary Jane Lundsgaard - Table Sales

 

Team Members
Phyllis Bement 
Pam Burke 
Kathi Heeter 
Gigi Parisi 
Jacqui Sasser 
Patti Yenerich 
 
Special Thanks
Mark Allen 
Kristy Becko-Whisenant 
Tom Elias 
Carol Fiore 
Gary Hendricks 
Karen Kreiling 
Gary Loeb 
Lou Medran 
René Michel 
Marlee Rose  
Carrie Schocker
University of Arizona Students  
    Anthony Alfonso	  
    Karl Dennis	  
    Steven Dennis 
    Joelle Jacob 
    Alan Kline 
    Mary Leuandowski 
YOTO Alumni 
    Lorraine DeCenzo 
    Brienne Dylewski 
    Shannon Dupper 
    Sergio Magallanes 
    Delisha Moonsammy 
    Marian Conrad LaLonde 
    Amy Pennington 
    Luis Ernesto Garcia Ramos 
    Deana Smith 
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YOTO was the fortunate recipient of the 
Welcome Wagon Club Tucson Northeast’s 
philanthropic work from September 2008 
through May 2009.  Much gratitude to 
Service Projects Committee Chair Mary Lou 
Gunderson and members Donna Hostetler 
and Debbie Jensen, who coordinated monthly 
in-kind club member donations to the Mini-
Mall. In May YOTO was presented with a 
$6,000 check, which will provide the agency 
with a tremendous head-start to provide core 
services to YOTO students who are enrolling 
and re-enrolling for the 2009 – 2010 
academic year.

YOUTH ON THEIR OWN MISSION STATEMENT:  We are dedicated to support the high school graduation and continued 
success of homeless youth by providing financial assistance, basic human needs and guidance.

FILM PREMIER BENEFITS HOMELESS YOUTH

On Thursday April 30, 2009, The Loft Theatre premiered ‘Ockham’s Razor’ which essentially means, 
“the simplest answer is the best answer.” This film was written by Jeremy A. Harkin, an English teacher 
at Saguaro High School who was looking for a creative way to raise funds for homeless services in our 
community. The romantic comedy took a year to make and asked many of the questions that people 
might ask as they move through relationships. The evening began with a musical performance from local 
musician Johnny Ash.

The event was a huge success, packing the 500 seat theatre. Proceeds were split between The Loft and 
The Interfaith Coalition for the Homeless (who in turned shared them with Open Inn and Youth On 
Their Own) and given in honor of Juliana Redding and Maggie Stahl  – two of Jeremy’s former students 
who left this life long before their time.  

Jeremy Harkin presents The Interfaith Coalition 
for the Homeless Director Lori Block with a 
check for one-half the proceeds of the special 
screening of his film entitled “Ockham’s Razor.”

Sun City Vistoso “Seniors for Kids” Bike 
Club stepped in to provide refurbished bikes 
with locks to YOTO students. Throughout 
this spring, Dick Swain (L) , Dick Minch (R) 
and members delivered several truckloads 
of much appreciated “wheels”, which allow 
students to live and to work off the bus 
line for greater freedom in living and work 
choice, as well as providing more flexibility 
in planning daily schedules. The majority of 
YOTO students rely on public transportation.

Tucson Corvettes Club President James 
Gibson took his red corvette for a spin to 
deliver a $2,000 gift from members to assist 
YOTO students. Executive Director Mary 
Gruensfelder-Cox was on hand to extend 
our many thanks for their contribution and 
ongoing support.

Community Generosity . . . In So Many Ways . . .
                Thank you Tucson!
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Jenny Stash, member of Resurrection 
Lutheran Church of Oro Valley, told her 
mom Jane that as her Christmas gift to her 
this year she would call on friends to supply 
prom dresses for YOTO students. In March 
Jenny (L) with her dad Tom and brother 
Kevin delivered over 50 prom dresses and 
accessories, along with over 1660 pounds of 
hygiene kits assembled by church members.

Resurrection Lutheran Church of Oro 
Valley Sunday School members assembled 
125 hygiene kits from supplies raised by the 
Harelson Elementary Student Council. 
Youth On Their Own is grateful for our 
strong partnership with members of the 
Resurrection Lutheran Church of Oro 
Valley. ■

An unsuspecting Bill Carson (M) was 
“belled” this April by Ben’s Bells Executive 
Director Jeannette Maré-Packard (R). He 
was nominated by Debbi Kapp (L), Sonoran 
Science Academy teacher and advisor of the 
school’s recycling club called The Green 
Eagles. Mr. Carson recycles aluminum cans 
collected by the students and neighborhood 
residents in northwest neighborhoods, then 
donates the proceeds to Youth On Their 
Own. A retired counselor from Mountain 
View High School, Mr. Carson continues his 
passion to assist youth, and we are delighted 
he has chosen YOTO! ■

Joan Davis, owner of Pantano Hair 109, 
discusses possible “updo” styles for prom 
with YOTO student Melissa Parlin. Ms. 
Davis, Becky Davis, Lynn Holly and other 
stylists offer YOTO men and women a 
trim and/or style at no cost. Wow!

Pantano Hair 109’s Margaret Garcia puts 
the finishing touches on Melissa Parlin’s 
style. ■

Kathryn Ritchie, Toby Syrell, and 
Teri Shepard-McBride of Computer 
Sciences Corporation, an IT company 
that supports Raytheon in Tucson, 
took a tour of the YOTO site and 
named the agency as the beneficiary 
of its 16th Annual CSC-Raytheon 
Golf Tournament held on April 19 
at Hacienda del Lago in Vail.  The 

tournament, sold out, raised $4,000 and over $1,000 in product for the Mini-
Mall.  Posing before the YOTO sign, Teri Shepard-McBride (L) and Toby Syrell 
(R) present YOTO board member Deana Smith with the event proceeds. Thank 

you, thank you! ■

University of Arizona students

(L to R) Ali Asem Aleisawi, 

Aleks Obradov, and Travis Ray 

Christy attended the Masquerade 

Party charity event coordinated 

by student Richard Alan Russell in 

2009 – an innovative, fun way to 

kick-off the second semester and 

benefit YOTO students. Reports 

are that the party was a success. YOTO received both cash contributions and 

product donations for the Mini-Mall, all which were greatly appreciated.  ■
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Board of Directors
Marian Conrad LaLonde, President
Lorrane McPherson, President-Elect
Patti Yenerich, Vice-President
Lane Oden, Treasurer
Deana Smith, Secretary

Michael Bolchalk, Rudy Carrillo, Suzanne Emam, Thomas Eyler 
D.O., Michael Hanson, Terry Hlivko, Sean Murray, Tod Smith, 
Patrick Tierney

Staff
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director
Gina Babunovic, Communications & Development Director
Angela Daniels-Valenzuela, Interim Program Manager
Ron Gilbert, Interim Operations Manager

YOTO VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Help Wanted: Front Desk Receptionists – We Really Need You!! 
Help Youth On Their Own save money on administrative costs by volunteering in the office. This position 
entails meeting and greeting YOTO student clients and supporters, answering general questions and phone 
calls, and directing calls to the appropriate staff member. Flexible hours and days are available 
Monday – Friday.

Touch Point Connection
Become a Success Coach to a Teen Boy or Girl! 
Turn to page 2 for details.

For volunteer inquires, please contact Ron Gilbert, YOTO Interim Operations Manager, at 
293.1136 x 203 or rgilbert@yoto.org.

Editor’s 
Corner

Please help us keep our 

contact records updated 

with your latest information! 

Submit any new contact 

information to:  

Gina Babunovic

Communications & 

Development Director

520.293.1136 x 208

gbabunovic@yoto.org

Thank you!

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
TUCSON AZ

PERMIT NO. 471

A non-profit 501 (c) (3) Organization

1443 W Prince Rd
Tucson AZ 85705
yoto.org


