
Educating homeless teens.  Investing in Tucson’s future.
Laurie Hicks, 32, took the position of Spa 
Director at Omni Tucson National Golf Resort 
& Spa in March 2007.  The 1993 Amphi 
High School graduate holds a Bachelors 
Degree in Hotel and Restaurant 
Management from Northern Arizona 
University.  “You need to love what you 
do,” she stated.  One look around and 
it is apparent that she enjoys the many 
facets of her work...  the retail shop is 
attractive, the spa inviting; the fitness 

classes offer a real work out, while the aestheticians and personal 
trainers provide an exceptional experience for each guest.  

Laurie oversees 26 employees of varying ages. She earned the respect 
of older employees by repeatedly displaying sound judgment in a 
professional manner, and she won the hearts of her younger charges.  
“They call me mom,” she noted, smiling.  A number of high school students 
assist at the front desk, and Laurie keeps a close eye on them – checking their 
grades to make certain they are balancing their studies with work.    

Originally from New York, Laurie moved to Arizona in fourth grade with her 
mother and siblings.  She did not have contact with her biological father after 
her parents divorced when she was four years old.  Home became an unstable 
place when her mother remarried.  Laurie’s step-father, an alcoholic, was 
verbally and emotionally abusive.  She was only 15 years old when she left 
home to live with friends.  Although still attending school and working, she 
had no clothes or food.  She either walked or took the bus as a means of 
transportation.  Laurie dropped out the second semester of her junior year of 
high school after her mother divorced her step-father.  Laurie’s mom was a 
“stay-at-home” mom and totally unprepared for work. “I took on a parental 
role,” she stated.  She also stepped in to raise her siblings as her mother 
rebuilt her life.

Laurie went back to school and enrolled in YOTO. She received much 
needed support, which included basic needs and financial assistance 
as well as guidance.  She met a role model:  Nancy Strauss, a YOTO 
volunteer at Amphi. She remembers Nancy’s motivational words of 
wisdom – that Laurie could do whatever she wanted to do.    

“Laurie’s situation is one that we see with many YOTO students.  
Although she initiated the move out on her own, it was so she could 
be safe,” said Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, YOTO Executive Director.  “There 
are times when students are temporarily unaccompanied when a parent is 
struggling.  We are delighted when they can reunite and are happy that we 
helped.”

Today, Laurie can see the whole picture and how much her mother struggled.  
“I have an excellent mom,” she said with pride.  Her mom has a wonderful 
position and both sisters are also very successful.  The family is close once 
again.  “I appreciate everything I have, and I don’t think about what was – no 
regrets.” 

Arizona Roofing Contractors Association
“Raising the Roof for YOTO”
5th Annual Charity Bowling Tournament

Saturday, June 28, 2008
Noon - 4 pm (Registration at 11:00 am)
Golden Pin Lanes – 1010 W. Miracle Mile in Tucson
Team registration fee $350 (six bowlers per team)
To register call 520.405.3222 or 520.631.7931

Participants receive three games of tournament bowling, 
shoe rental, lunch, registration bag filled with fun goodies, 
event T-shirt, and a chance to win big prizes! 

Event Theme:  “Wild Wild West”   Prizes will be awarded 
for the best team costume and best team theme.

SPRING 2008 ISSUE

SAVE THE DATE!
“Philanthropy With Phlavor” Pastiche Modern Eatery
The entire month of June 2008

Monday – Friday, 11:30 am to midnight
Saturday and Sunday, 4:30 pm to midnight
3025 N. Campbell Road

Patische Modern Eatery will donate 5% of every purchase  
to your favorite designated charity: YOTO! 

For more information, visit www.pasticheme.com,
email info@PasticheME.com, or call 325.3333.

Success Story!

INSIDE

Turn to pages 4 - 7 for post-event details.

youth on their own

newsletter



A Message from the 
                    Executive Director

The school year at Youth On Their Own is always a whirlwind of activity, but shortly after the winter 
holidays, the pace multiplies exponentially as we ramp-up for the annual Top of the Town gala in March 
and sustain the speed through the May and June graduations.  This period is also an amazingly inspiring 
time, one that brings into focus the reasons why we do what we do to support homeless youth in their 
quest to graduate from high school.  

Within the past month, YOTO staff members have attended numerous graduation ceremonies at local 
schools.   Often, we are the only ones besides school officials present to cheer for the graduating YOTO 
students and we arrive, cameras in hand, to celebrate their accomplishments.  As they walk across the 
stage and receive their diplomas, we know how hard they had to work to overcome their life situations and 
keep their eyes on the goal of graduating.  Like many of the moms and dads seated near us, we shed a few 
tears and are grateful that we had the privilege of serving these most incredible young people.  

What YOTO students cannot really know is how the 
lone YOTO staffer at their graduation ceremony 
represents an incredible web of support that has 
embraced them throughout their high school 
experience.  Staff, board members, volunteers, 
school liaisons, collaborating agency personnel, and 
the hundreds of donors who make YOTO viable, all 
contribute mightily to the agency’s mission of providing 
financial assistance, basic needs and guidance to “our” 
kids.  

A year ago, during the strategic planning process, 
YOTO staff and board pledged to strengthen 
relationships with other area service providers in order 
to prevent duplication of effort and to capitalize on the 
expertise of other agencies.  This was both a fiscal issue 
(existing funding will go further when we partner with 
other agencies) and an acknowledgment that homeless 
students often have multiple challenges that cannot 
be dealt with in the best way by one organization.  I 
am most grateful for four particular partner agencies 
with which YOTO worked closely this year and look 
forward to a continued alliance:  Open Inn, Our Family 
Services/Teens in Transition, The Community Food 
Bank, and Touch Point Connection. You can read more 
about Touch Point Connection on page 10.  

As we close out the 2007-08 school year and get a 
brief breather before launching into the 2008-09 
school year, I thank each and every one of you who 
enabled YOTO to sustain and to enrich its support of 
homeless youth.  Truly, with you behind them, they are 
not alone!

In service to Tucson’s youth,
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, MPA
Executive Director

YOTO Communications
The quarterly YOTO newsletter has grown both in scope and pages over the past 
year.  We enjoy bringing YOTO supporters the latest in student and organization 
news, and keeping you informed on upcoming legislative action that may affect 
homeless and unaccompanied youth.

The Winter and the current Spring issues are noticeably lengthy as we are now 
in a position to recognize and thank individual donors on a regular basis for their 
generosity.  This Spring’s issue also includes both honoraria and memorials received 
July 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007.  Whew!  Communications were in a 
“catch up” mode over the past year as policies were created and implemented to 
deliver information and donor recognition in a timely, consistent manner.  In the 
future, all contributors – as well as those honored and remembered by the gifts 
of others – will be recognized in print six months post-contribution.  Great care 
is taken in preparing donor listings, but if your name is omitted, in error, or if your 
recognition preference changes, please accept our apology and contact us so we 
may immediately update our records.

Upcoming Communications
Summer ‘08
• Staff preparations to serve students in the 

2008 – 2009 academic year
• No donor listings

Fall ‘08 
• Student Graduations, 2007 - 2008
• Program and Service Stats, 2007 – 2008
• Student Holiday Party ’08 Preview
• Donor Recognition, January 1, 2008 – 

June 30, 2008
• Honorariums/Memorials, January 1, 2008 

– June 30, 2008

Winter ‘09 
• 2007 – 2008 Annual Report
	 Audited Financials
	 Bar Charts

• Student Holiday Party ’08 Review
• Top of the Town ’09 Preview
• Donor Recognition, July 1, 2008 – 

December 31, 2008
• Honorariums/Memorials, July 1, 2008 – 

December 31, 2008

Spring ‘09
• Top of the Town ’09 Review
• Donor Recognition, January 1, 2009 – 

June 30, 2009
• Honorariums/Memorials, January 1, 2009 

– June 30, 2009

Summer ’09 
• Staff preparations to serve students in the 

2009 – 2010 academic year
• No donor listings



It has become almost a cliché to refer to supporting a non-profit with volunteer time or charitable 
contributions as an “investment.”  By using the term, we convey that the application of time, talent or gifts 
of support will ultimately pay off in something positive – the “return” on our investment.  

Unlike investments in a system like the stock market, we tend to think of the return on a charitable 
investment as being external to ourselves.  Indeed, supporting Youth On Their Own will provide a return 
for the homeless and unaccompanied students served by the agency.  By graduating from high school with 
YOTO’s assistance, they will likely be more economically independent, productive, and successful over 
their lifetimes.  Yet, as you can see in the box below, there is a tremendous benefit to the society at-large 
and, therefore, to each one of us.  

I like knowing that the time and dollars that I contribute to YOTO are an investment in individual kids who 
will be less likely to be unemployed, incarcerated, on public assistance, or involved in self-destructive 

behavior over their lifetimes.  While I know that my personal efforts might not reverse the overall dropout problem, it gratifies me to know that I can join 
with others like you to affect a part of the situation in our own community.  

Still, as with many of you, my connection with YOTO does not 
originate in my head, as would most investment decisions.  It starts 
and ends with my heart.  The “glue” that continues to keep me 
“stuck” to YOTO is the kids and I, along with nearly 400 others, were 
privileged to have that connection reinforced by the student speakers 
at this year’s Top of the Town event on March 7.  Over and over 
again, I heard from event guests who told me how they were amazed, 
humbled, and inspired by the courage and tenaciousness of these 
homeless students.  They were bowled over by the fact that these kids 
represented hundreds of students served by YOTO each year.  

As we close out one academic year and head into another, I extend my 
most sincere thanks to all who “invested” in YOTO and its students 
this year and invite you to remain involved in supporting this effective 
and much-needed resource in our community.

Regards,
Marian Conrad LaLonde, President
YOTO Board of Directors

Letter  from the 
	           President

Fast Facts

• Dropouts contribute disproportionately to the unemployment rate. In 
2001, 55 percent of young adult dropouts were employed, compared to 
74 percent of high-school graduates and 87 percent of college graduates.

• Dropouts contribute to state and federal tax coffers at about one-half 
the rate of high-school graduates. Over a working lifetime, a dropout will 
contribute about $60,000 less. 

• The 23 million high-school dropouts aged 18-67 will contribute roughly 
$50 billion less annually in state and federal taxes. 

• Studies suggest the United States would save $41.8 billion in health care 
costs if the 600,000 young people who dropped out in 2004 were to 
complete one additional year of education. 

• If 33 percent of dropouts graduated from high school, the federal 
government would save $10.8 billion each year in food stamps, housing 
assistance, and temporary assistance for needy families.

Source: American Youth Policy Forum, “Whatever It Takes: How Twelve 
Communities Are Reconnecting Out-of-School Youth... “The Dropout 
Problem in Numbers” (PDF).

Charitable Giving Tax-Tip:  
Charitable Bequest

The term “charitable bequest” is used to 
describe anything given to charity from an 
estate through a will. An “estate” is any 
property, money or personal belongings that 
an individual may have at the time of his or her 
death. Most people leave an estate when they 
die, even though they may not have a great deal 
of wealth. Even an individual with a small estate 
can arrange to leave a charitable bequest.

There are several different ways to bequeath a 
gift from an estate: 
• Set aside a specific dollar amount 
• Leave a percentage of the estate 
• Leave any assets left over after loved ones 
	 have been provided for

By Youth On Their Own Board of Directors 
policy, and unless otherwise specified, funding 
from bequests is invested and provides 
operating income in addition to ensuring that 
YOTO can maintain service effectiveness during 
uncertain economic circumstances.

Those wishing to restrict their bequest to a 
particular program or purpose at YOTO should 
contact the Executive Director to discuss 
available options.  

The following is an example of language that 
sets aside a specific dollar amount for use 
where the need is greatest:

I give, devise, and bequeath to Youth On Their 
Own, Tucson, Arizona the sum of $______ for 
its general purposes.*

* This is not intended to be financial or legal advice



Memorable, emotional, inspirational, and just plain fun are four words that sum up 
the 13th Annual Top of the Town fundraising gala held on March 7 at Loews Ventana 
Canyon Resort.  Approximately 400 guests gathered to raise funds for core services that 
support YOTO students as they pursue their high school diplomas.  The event raised over 
$135,000 in proceeds from sponsorships, ticket sales, the silent and live auction, a fun 
game of chance called “Heads or Tails,” the “Support Our Students 2008 Campaign, and 
additional event contributions.  The evening featured an auction and dinner, a number of 
poignant student presentations, the debut of the new agency video, and dancing the night 
away to the fantastic live performance of “The Desert Cadillacs.”  Michael J. Hanson, 
YOTO board member, was honored for his leadership and ongoing support.   

With gratitude, we acknowledge event guests, sponsors, service donors, auction donors, 
and contributors for making this evening a success!  With heartfelt appreciation, we 
recognize and thank a cadre of dedicated team leaders and volunteers who worked 
tirelessly to bring guests a special evening and YOTO students needed support.

Special Kudos
Trylla Dole

Kathryn Draman (in memoriam)
Nancy Hannan

Laurie Hicks
Inglis Florists

International Media Broadcasting 
Nancy Montoya, Kirt Ijams & Digital 
Futures students, Amphi High School

J.C. Penney & Company
Jones Photo

Mary Kearney
Shirley Killian
Jennifer Lujan
Patty McGuire
Chris Norwood

Jennifer Reynard
The Desert Cadillacs

Craig Wunderlich
Photography courtesy of

Robin Stancliff Photography



Event Sponsors
Platinum Level Sponsor
Peñasco Del Sol Hotel

Gold Level Sponsor
Commerce Bank of Arizona

Bronze Level Sponsors
Embassy Suites Hotel
	 Tucson-Williams Center
Michael & Christine Hanson 
The Bruce T. Halle Family Foundation
Town West Realty, Inc.

Copper Level Sponsors
1st National Bank
Edward & Nancy Strauss

Event Service Donors
Allegra Print & Imaging 
	 Park Avenue & 22nd Street
Commotion Studios
Robin Stancliff Photography

Top of the Town 
Leadership Team ‘08
Barbara Bardach, Chair
Gina Babunovic, Communications
Sue Brooks - Marathon, Advisor
Maria Castro, Operations
Dianna Coxhead, Acquisitions
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director 
Meredith Moore, Student Liaison
Mary Stewart, Logistics
Pat Sturmon, Outreach
Patti Yenerich, Sponsorships & Board Liaison

Volunteers
Kristy Becko-Whisenant, Phyllis Bement, 
Diana Boros, Pam Burke, Rebecca Burns, 
Peggy Craig, Shirlee Finney, Carol Fiore, 
Gwen Gildea, Sally Goldberg, Kathi Heeter, 
Isabel Hendricks, Alice Homstad, Beverly 
Kasdan, Cristi Kittle, Bob and Karen 
Kreiling, Debbie Kusumi, Joan Lee, Gary and 
Kelly Loeb, Margaret Montgomery, Emily 
Morrison, Gigi Parisi, Ed and Barbara Saffran, 
Janis Salerno, Carrie Schocker, Diana Stocks, 
Nancy Strauss, Eloise Williams



SOS ‘08 Donors

SOS Donors
Established at Top of the Town 
‘06, SOS means “Support 
Our Students” and offers gala 
attendees the opportunity to 
provide students with support 
to ease the personal and 
financial burdens that are felt by 
homeless and unaccompanied 
youth as they pursue their high 
school diplomas.  100% of 
SOS contributions go directly 
to YOTO’s core services:  the 
Monthly Stipend Program and 
the Special Needs Program, 
which provides emergency 
funds for rent, utilities, food, 
medicines, and education-
related needs.

SOS Program 
Charter Members
Lance & Phyllis Bement
Bolchalk Frey Marketing, 
   Advertising & Public Relations
Alan Booth
Claudia Booth
Tomás & Wendy León
Tom & Mary Jane Lundsgaard
Richard P. & Patricia R. Mochel
Ronald & Mary Stewart
The Bruce T. Halle 
   Family Foundation

Kristin Almquist	
Anonymous (3)
Apollo Flooring	
Dr. Linda Arzoumanian	
Robert & Susan Auman	
Larry & Laura Becko	
Representative Olivia Cajero Bedford
Lance & Phyllis Bement	
Katie Browning	
Sharley & Graham Bryce	
Chris & Anna Burns	
Stephen Burpee	
Don & Sheri Butler	
Stewart & Sandra Chan	
Fred & Charlene Dawson	
Frank & Sylvia Della Cioppa	
Lyra Done	
Thomas & Carole Draper	
Tom & Jan Earley	
Suzanne Emam & Gabriel Chin
Dorothy H. Finley	
Chuck & Sue Fish & The Rosewood 

Foundation Matching Funds Gift

Shirley Fousel	
Terry & Pam Foust	
Robyn Frey
Royce Gabbert	
Charles Giddings	
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley I. Glickman	
Linda Gulbrandson	
Thomas & Jodi Hall	
Ken & Kathi Heeter	
Tim & Jan Henry
Casey & Emmy Herbst
Gene & Gail Hildreth
Tim Huerter & Jane Huerter Weekly
James & Mary Jahangani
Chandler & Cheryl Lewis
Tom & Mary Jane Lundsgaard
Lorrane McPherson & Bruce Fulton
Nancy Montoya & Kirt Ijams
Gus & “Dolly” Moreno	
Emily & Ted Morrison	
Richard & Melva Morrow	
Cyndy Neighbors

Nancy Panico	
Jerry & Gigi Parisi	
Raul & Lynn Reyes	
Ursula F. Rodgers &  

Lucine Dirtadian
Stacy Saber	
Ernie & Janis Salerno	
Claire E. Scheuren	
Tom Schriner	
Billy & Meghan Seymour	
Jeremy & Khrista Sohn	
Ronald & Mary Stewart
Mark & Chantel Stoops	
Dan & Pat Sturmon	
Ed, Amy & Edward Taczanowsky	
Martha & Abbott Taylor	
Bob & Beth Walkup 		
Jim & Kathy Wells	
Jeff & Jill White	
Jane Wilson & Mark Rubin	
Patti & Randy Yenerich	
Gabe Zimmerman

Top of the Town ‘08 
 – Continued



Auction Donors
AK Jensen Apparel, Inc.
Alan Potter Ceramics
Anne’s Grooming
Argentine Polo & Leather
Arizona Diamondbacks
Arizona Tactical Arms (ATA)
Duwayne Arneson
AZ Robbins Tax
Beach, Fleischman & Company, PC
Bear Canyon Interiors
Phyllis & Lance Bement
Sally Bengtson
Bird’s Nest Baking Company
Blue Moon Stables
Body Works Studio
Chris Bubany
Mike & Pam Burke
Calico Corners
California Design Center/Studio C
Canyon Ranch
Cele Peterson’s
Chopped
Helen Christoffel
Bob Clark
Dee Coleman
Creations in Glass
Creative Dance Arts
Davis Dominquez Gallery
Fred & Shari Dawson
DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun
Charles Deller
Desert Art by Vanja
Desert Design Cuts
Desert Designs by Judy (Judy Utoft)
Desert Oceans Art
Designs by Jackie
Steven & Nanette Didio
Dream Dinners
Earth Made
Fire Ranch Glassworks & Gallery
Jack Fiskness
Todd & Susan Flynn
Gadabout Salon Spas
Greenberg Financial Group
Bob & Cathy Griffin
Gymboree
Kathi Heeter
Hollo Antiques
House ‘n Garden
J. W. Marriott Starr Pass Country Club
J. W. Marriott Starr Pass Resort & Spa
Elizabeth Jacobson
Jerry’s Cigars
Jonathan’s Cork
Joseph Maher, Jr., Architect
Jim & Judy Kaiser
Marv Kirchler & Joyce Feickert
KOLD-TV
Amy Kyle
La Dea Medical Spa
Laureate Alpha Upsilon 

& Silk Expressions
Laurie & Lisa Designs
Leah Simmers Photography
David & Sharon Leatherberry
Limited Editions
Chandler & Cheryl Lewis
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort
M & I Bank

Madaras Gallery
Manos Gallery
Mark Hines Designs
Michael Marks
Katy & Doug Martin
Max Gallery
Nikki Mehalic-Halle
Meritage Homes
Metal Arts Gallery
Metropolitan Tucson Convention 

& Visitors Bureau, Southern AZ 
Attractions Alliance, & The Lodge at 
Ventana Canyon

Miro’s Dance Studio
Margaret & C.P. Montgomery
Victor Navarro-Sandoval
Nelson Farms Inc.
Omni Tucson National Golf  

Resort & Spa
Oro Valley Heating & Cooling
Mac Pakula
Palo Verde Cleaners
Patio Connection
Patterns (Pat Gospodarek)
Darcie Peet
Perfection Plastic Surgery
Petroglyph Oil Paintings
Philabaum Glass
Piece By Piece
Pima Air & Space Museum
Precision Personal Training
Presence
Razmataz
Rogoway Turquoise Gallery
Ernie & Janis Salerno
Sam Hughes Place
Bill & Margo Sanden
Sandra Vanderwall Fine Art 
Saucy-Saucy
Kathy & Tony Scudieri
Elsie & Leonard Sevick
Sigi’s
Skyline Gallery
Terry Slonaker
Konstanter Sofer
Sonoran Glass Academy
Spirals Salon
Stems A Shoe Boutique
Ronald & Mary Stewart
Edward & Nancy Strauss
Sunrise Taekwondo
Sunstroke
Robin Supalla
The Golf Club at Vistoso
Tucson Lifestyle Magazine
Rose Tyson
Donna K. Vargas
Don Walker Photography
Carolyn Watson
Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa
Greg & Carolyn Willets
Stacy & Jarrad Wills
Kay Womacks
Craig Wunderlich
Kenneth J. Yeaglin
Patti & Randy Yenerich
Zocalo Silver Design

Individual Event Donors
Anonymous
Barbara Atwood
Peter G. Backus
Eugene Benton
Ed & Jill Bessey & Pfizer Foundation 

Matching Gift
Michael Bolchalk & Norma Showalter
Arthur & Anne Britt
Robert & Claire Burton 
Robert D. Clark
Eloise & John Clymer
Michael & Margaret Collins
Ed & Dianna Coxhead
Kim Crooks
Roselyn Crooks
Reta W. Cruse
Madeline W. Doyle
Don & Nerisa Edwards
April & Jon Fenton
Derre Ferdon & Jimmy Crabb
Chuck & Sue Fish & The Rosewood 

Foundation Matching Gift
Peter & Faula Fasseas
Ruth V. Fisk
Judy Gans & Joe Kalt
John & Gwen Gildea
Stephen D. Godwin
Pat & Ron Gospodarek
Roger Grimes
Diane Groover
Shelby K. Guelich
Russell & Margaret Hamachek
Kenneth & Marian Handy
Bob & Sharon Harring
Dr.  Wallace & Mrs. Nila Haworth
Dave & Kim Henry
Robert & Chandra Hershey-Lear
Mary R. Hockings
Ralph & Sheryl Hudson
Mark Irvin
Annette Jeoney
Paul & Vivian Johnson
Pauline Kaltenbacher
Richard & Shelly King
Brenda Koedyker
Laurel Kracen
Bob & Karen Kreiling
Tamar Rala Kreiswirth & Peter DeLuca
Kirk and Marjorie Lawton
Sue & Robert Lebby
CWO Bertram Lee, USMCR (Ret)
John & Kathy LeMay
Dian Lieberthal Rutin
Laurie Mazerbo
Kevin Miniat
Richard P. & Patricia R. Mochel
Herb & Grace Moran

Harvey Morris & Hadassa Filler-Morris
Mark & Julie Mowat
Robert D. Neville
Ray & Barbara Nickels
Nancy Newman
Jed & Guiomar Paradies
Frank & Marilyn Pavel
Ramona Pease
David & Rae J. Peterson
Louis G. & Cynthia S. Petti
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pettis
Greg & Dale Lynn Rasche
Howard & Dorothy Reeve
Steve Richards 
Hanna Ripp
Mary Roben
Robert L. & Linda K. Shaff
Don N. & Constance W. Stapleton
Don & Genevieve Steffen
William Stoffers & 
    Linda Immerman-Stoffers
Edward & Nancy Strauss 
Morris & Carol Stubblefield
Tom & Sabina Sullivan
Don & Jill Tegeler
Joseph Thoman
Dr. Robert W. & Audrey R. Thomassen
Arnold & Marian Thompson
Pat & Sharon Tierney
Patricia D. Treeful
Wendy Wallbrunn & Stephen Felder
Earl R. Wettstein & Sherie Broekema
Richard K. White
Nancy Wilcox
Carolyn & Gregg Willits
Frank P. & Cleo L. Wipff

Event donations in honor of
Michael J. & Christine Hanson 
Donn S. Alpert
J. Patrick Butler
Bourn Companies (Don Bourn)
Yoram Levy

Businesses & Organizations
A. F. Sterling Homebuilders, 

Management
Catalina Custom Construction, Inc.
Compass Insurance Agency, Inc.
E. J. Birmingham, LLC
Freeline Design, Inc.
Hinderaker & Rauh, PLC
North Campbell ENT Assoc. (Dr. 

Joseph Small)
Territorial Sign Company, Inc.
The Bablove Agency, Inc.
The Jim Click Family Foundation

Event donors are those who made contributions beyond the 
gala ticket cost or graciously donated even though they were 
unable to attend this year’s event.  



YOTO COUNTS ITS BLESSINGS...

        THANK YOU!

Newcomers Club of Tucson

In 2006, members of The Newcomers Club of Tucson voted to support 
YOTO students for two full years with their charitable fundraising efforts.  
Members raised nearly $15,000, which supported student core services and 
also assisted with the Student Holiday Party.  Club officers presented YOTO 
with a final donation at their year end meeting in May.
Pictured l to r: Andrea Goertz, Liz Pedersen, Gina Babunovic (YOTO),  
Shannon Dupper (’06 Marana High School, YOTO alum), and Nancy Norton.

Resurrection Lutheran Church

Located in Oro Valley, the congregation of Resurrection Lutheran Church chose to support Youth On 
Their Own students in their mission work during the month of April.  Church and youth group members 
donated personal toiletries to assemble 367 male and female hygiene kits and cash toward future  
Mini-Mall needs.
Coordinators Laura Lentner (l) and Jane Stash (r) collected items and delivered the kits to YOTO each Monday.  

St. Alban’s 
Episcopalian Church

Gaeel Beaham and 
Cherill Huson of St. 
Alban’s Episcopalian 
Church pose behind over 
51 grocery bags filled 
with food contributed by 
church members to stock 
the YOTO Mini-Mall 
Food Pantry.  

YOTO was 
the fortunate 
beneficiary of 

raffle proceeds 
raised during 

Sun Mechanical 
Contracting, 

Inc.’s Charity Golf 
Tournament held 

this April in Tubac.  
Event coordinators 

termed the 
3rd Annual 

Tournament a 
“success!” 

Jay Taylor donated the 
proceeds from two 
performances of his 

one-man show entitled 
“Thankful for the Road.”  
Held in mid-February at 
the Temple of Music and 

Art, his performance was a 
witty, delightful reflection 
on the Tucsonan’s colorful 

life adventures.  

Each gift, small or large, makes a positive difference in a YOTO student’s life!



Special Needs Funds are a form of financial support 
offered to YOTO students as emergencies arise.  
Assistance can come in the form of cash for rent 
and utilities or gift cards, vouchers, and referrals.  
Emergency funds for rent or utilities are offered 
one time per school semester to students who 
find themselves in a financial bind, thus preventing 
eviction from their living situation.  YOTO staff review 
each request on a case-by-case basis.  To provide 
insight on how YOTO approves a Special Needs 
Request, following are two examples submitted 
earlier in the school year in which each student was 
granted assistance:

Albert, a local high school student    

In November 2007, YOTO referred Albert to Our Family Services’ Teens In 
Transition (TNT) Program for case management.  He was living with his girlfriend’s 
family because, through no fault of his own, his grandparents told him he could 
no longer live with them.  TNT worked with Albert and discovered that he also 
suffered from a chronic illness that required medication; he had no refills left on 
his prescription.  Albert’s doctor, a pediatrician, could no longer serve the young 
man since he had turned 19 years old.  Albert had no healthcare; therefore, YOTO 
made an appointment with a volunteer physician so the student could receive a 
prescription written at no cost.  YOTO filled out a Special Needs Request for 
the cost of the office visit as well as his prescription.  Albert’s TNT case manager 
worked on getting him onto an AHCCCS health plan so he will be covered upon 
high school graduation.  Two weeks later, YOTO sent a referral to Leones de 
las Montañas Lions Club for Albert to receive a free eye exam and eye glasses.  
YOTO, his school counselor, and TNT continue to work with Albert as a team 
toward assisting him with his goal of high school graduation. 

Crystal, a local high school student

Crystal’s parents are each severe alcoholics, which created an unstable home life.  
She moved in with an aunt to find that many of the family’s problems did not stop 
with her parents.  Crystal took on parenting her younger sister as the situation at 
her parents’ home worsened, and she had no choice but to drop out of school to 
take care of her sibling.  A teacher referred Crystal to the YOTO program, stating, 
“She needs assistance to move herself out of the extended family setting to 
establish a stable, secure, and safe home life.”  Crystal requested financial support 
from YOTO.  She receives passing grades in school and holds down two jobs: one 
job before school and a second job after school and on weekends.  She can afford 
a studio apartment, pay her electric bill and her cell phone once she gets into an 
apartment.  YOTO will provide financial support to assist Crystal in moving into her 
new place, along with referring her to the YOTO Mini-Mall for furniture and the 
Assistance League for a “Starting Over Supplies” kit to establish her new home. 

Meredith Moore
Program Director

Cholla HS ROTC Donations

Cholla High School ROTC members called 
upon classmates for assistance and sur-
prised YOTO with a truckload of clothing 
for YOTO students.
Pictured ROTC members: Crystal Riegen, 
Emma Rivera, Jessica Winright, Kayla Miranda, 
and Dan Zavala. 

Program NOTES

Sam Levitz Furniture

With a little help from our friends – Frank 
Arrotta of Journal Broadcast Group, YOTO 
board member Michael Bolchak, and Eric 
Creson of Sam Levitz Furniture – Sam 
Levitz Furniture contributes furniture on an 
ongoing basis to assist students in setting 
up their households. 
Robert Diaz (l) and Corey Young (r) deliver a 
new couch provided by Sam Levitz Furniture.



New YOTO Collaboration:

        Coaching for YOTO Students 

The Coaching Relationship

Within a trusting relationship, the Touch Point Coach serves as a sounding board, someone to talk to in 
confidence. A coach is someone who listens, is honest in his or her feedback, while not judging. A coach is 
someone who supports the teen’s agenda, rather than imposing their own. Additionally, the coach is a just-in-
time teacher—someone who provides new or different insights to allow the teen to see a situation differently or 
to see additional choices. A coach supports the teen to practice and learn new habits, skills and competencies. 
Further, a coach is someone who helps the teen set and reach his or her goals.

“We believe that many dropouts are capable kids who simply stop coming to school when life becomes 
overwhelming and school no longer makes sense,” says Joan Martin, co-founder of Touch Point Connection. “It 
seems that many teens, even teens from some middle class families, are teetering on the edge and simply need 
more support than they have.”

Ms. Martin says the following statements are typical of those she hears from struggling teens:
• My dad lost his job and we’re going to lose our house.
• I got a D in math, why even try?
• I may be pregnant!
• School has nothing to do with what I want to do. 

The Tucson program is based on a successful two-year pilot that Ms. Martin led in Seattle. That pilot matched 
40 community volunteers with 40 teens enrolled in high school. The results were significant and included:

• Improved attendance
• More classes passed
• Decreased number of behavior referrals

Following is an example based upon an exchange between a student and her coach in the Seattle project:  The 
petite 15-year-old sat calmly with her coach for their weekly meeting.  Maria said she needed to find a job. 
It sounded simple enough to her coach until the young woman revealed pressures from home to drop out of 
school to pursue full-time employment. Maria told her coach that she lives with her aunt and uncle, who lost his 
job again – three jobs lost in six months.  Now, her uncle decided it was time for the 15-year-old to become a 
family breadwinner. 

Over the next several weeks, Maria and her coach talked about the teen’s long and short-term goals. They also 
talked about options and choices. She decided what she wanted to do and even practiced the conversation 
she wished to have with her aunt and uncle.  Maria did get a job; however, she did not drop out of school. 
Instead, she found a weekend job, one that did not jeopardize her studies. Three months later, and successfully 
managing school and part-time work, Maria’s high school recognized her as “Student of the Week.”

The Dropout 
Epidemic

On average, 30% of any 
U.S. freshman class will not 
graduate from high school. In 
some minority populations, 
42% - 47% drop out of high 
school. A recent report found 
that in a number of our largest 
cities, a full 65% - 75% do not 
graduate from high school.

Some are calling the U.S. 
dropout problem our “silent 
epidemic.” Colin Powell 
recently labeled this crisis a 
“national catastrophe.”  The 
financial and community 
safety implications are serious.  
Research reveals that:

• each dropout costs the 
nation approximately 
$260,000 over their lifetime;

• people who lack a high 
school diploma will be 
far more likely to spend 
their lives periodically 
unemployed, on government 
assistance, or cycling in and 
out of the prison system; and,

• 75% of state prison inmates 
and 59% of federal inmates 
are high school dropouts.

Touch Point Connection, in collaboration with YOTO, will launch a coaching program in August 2008 at Amphitheater High School. YOTO students 
at Amphi will be eligible for coaching. 

Touch Point Connection in a new, one-of-a-kind Tucson-based nonprofit organization that provides volunteer coaches to teens who may be at-risk 
of dropping out of high school.  Touch Point Connection’s founders and staff are professionally trained and certified coaches. They train and support 
community volunteers who serve as the teen coaches.  High school students meet with their personal coach for 45 minutes each week, at school, 
during the school day during weeks when school is in session. School counselors make the student/volunteer matches. Each volunteer is matched with 
one teen and makes a one-year commitment.

If you would like to become a volunteer coach or provide financial support for this important program, please visit  
www.TouchPointConnection.org.  Volunteer coach training dates: August 29 and September 16.



Student Needs Alert!

Students continue to visit the Mini-Mall 
during the summer for their basic needs.

We would appreciate donations of the 
following essentials:

• Sunscreen
• Laundry detergent (regular size)
• Dish soap
• Bottled water
• Ramen noodles
• Cereal
• Flip flops (new)
• Diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6) 

STUDENT NEWS
YOTO students Melissa McCrary (l), ‘08 Amphi High School, 
and Amy Templin (r), ‘08 City High School, were invited by 
Mayor Robert Walkup (center) to lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
at a recent City of Tucson meeting televised on Access Tucson.

Susan Curtis, YOTO Liaison at Catalina High School, called 
to let us know that Okongo Majok was accepted into the 
University of Arizona College of Medicine Med-Start Summer 
Program.  The program provides a head start and college 
credit for high school juniors interested in health careers. 
Congratulations, Okongo!

Shelby Graham, ‘08 Sunnyside High School, has been 
selected to attend STEP (Student Expedition Program) this 
summer. The six-week program is held in the Alaskan wilderness 
and promotes leadership, teamwork, self-sufficiency, and self-
esteem. Way to go, Shelby!



Individuals
Hal Adamson
Harold G. & Frances Ahlich
Mary L. Anderson
Cliff & Phala Andressen
Anonymous (42)
Silvio & Karen Aristizabal
Gina Babunovic
Roger & Mary Baglien
Marvin & Irene Baker
Stuart & Barbara Bardach
Chris & Kristi Barnard
Dorothy Bart
Jennifer Bauman
John & Kathryn Bayer
William Bayne, Jr.
Carter & Mary Ann Beach
Mr. & Mrs. John Beardslee 
Bob & Mel Bedell
June Behan
Lance & Phyllis Bement
Joanne Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh J. Bennett
Eugene Benton
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Bentzen 
Ed & Christina Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Berman
Barbara Beverly
Mr. & Mrs. Larry V. Biehl
Michael & Kristine L. Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Bohme
Bob & Judy Bolt
Judy L. Bowers
Tom & Jan Bradel
Bill Brauchli & Taruna Meyer-Brauchli
Linda Britt
Donald & Anne Brooks
Carla Broussard
Kenneth G. Brown
Dr. & Mrs. David Buechel
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Buffalo
Bennet R. Burch
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome I. Buren
Mary Kay Bush
Robert W. Bushroe
Al & Eilo Buswell
Bates & Ann Butler
Allan K. Cameron
Joseph & Donna Canfield
Eloise Carrillo
Jenny Porter Carrillo
Dennis J. & Barbara L. Carroll
Gordon M. & Evelyn F. Carscadden
Bill Carson
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Cassler 
Paul R. & Oro Beth Cesarini
Stewart & Sandra Chan
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Chanover
Phil & Joanne Christopherson
Ben & Susanne Clark

Ms. Claudia Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Gary V. Clonts
Elenor R. Cochran
Mr. & Mrs. David Cohen
John & Francie Collins
Lorence G. & Barbara J. Collins
Paul Collyer
Raymond F. & Anita Colony
Janis M. Compton
Lhasa Compton
Kathleen Conner & Michael Meyer 

Brewer
Greg LaLonde & Marian Conrad 

LaLonde
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony E. Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Cook
Jean S. Coombs
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Cooperman
Don Cope
Robert L. & Kay S. Couch
Therese Courtney
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Covell
Gorham & Marilyn Cowl
Arthur W. & Helen Cowles
Nathan Daily
Pat Damont
Sally M. Darcy & Martin L. Willett
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip J. Dattilo
Lynne Davies
Mr. & Mrs. John Davis
Suzanne L. Davis
John L. & Anne Denny, Jr.
Jeffrey C. & Celaine Derickson
Caleb & Carol Deupree/The Deupree 

Family Foundation
Randall K. & Laurel Decker
Pennie DeHoff
Jeanne Deloria
Violet Dinwiddie
Blake & Nancy Down
Judy Drickey-Prohow & Harvey Prohow
Robert Driscoll
Marjorie Dudley
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Duell
John Dunshee
Donald & Carol Eagle
Tom & Jan Earley
Sharon Ebenhack
Anthony G. & Jean R. Ebertz
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis D. Echols
Ralph & Pam Edgar
Robert Edminson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Eldredge
Thomas R. Elliot
Lynette Emory
James R. & Nicki Eschinger
Debra A Esparza
Thomas W. & Marilena Eyler
Betty L. Feldkamp
Steven D. Fenton

James J. Ferry
Jessica Finch
Randy Fisher
Sandra R. Fisher
Bruce C. & Patricia Flanagan
Rhoda Preston Flint
Bruce & Janet Bredeson Fohr
Lisa Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Francis 
Russell & Brenda Frank
Brenda Franks
Don J. & Betty L. Gaffery
Lyle & Kristie Gallegos
Charles & Margaret Gallegos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gallo 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete T. Gannon
Dorothy Gardiner
Michael & Kimberly Gardner
Arthur & Barbara Garrett
Mr. & Mrs. Karl F. Gaskins
Ted & Judy Gayok
Marion & Gerald S. Gendell
Arlen E. De Goes
Ralph Gilkerson
Jerry & Donna Gillett
James J. & Louise R. Glasser
Robert & Lorna Golseth
Maribel Gonzalez
Stanley S. & Wendy Graham
Mr. & Mrs. Vicente Granillo, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Greaber 
David Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne F. Griffith
Ms. Alicia Griffith-Ruhl
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox & Roger Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Gwozdz
Frederick & Donna Haag
James R. & Mary P. Hambacher
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Hammel
Nancy Hannan
Richard Harman
Charlotte K. Harris
Dr. Roger Hartley & Melissa English
Martha Wade Haskell
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Hays 
Jim Heffelfinger
Daniel Heirshberg & Rosie Joe-

Heirshberg
Hilda K. Hendricks
Mr. and Ms. David M. Hendricks
Dr. William F. & Evangeline Hendrix
Virginia Henry
Felicia Hermann
S. Hernandez
Meredith L. Hersh
Louise & Len Heuberger
Amy Johnson Hicks
Tom & Sandy Hicks
Mr. & Mrs. Philip I. Higley 
Jenny Hoit

Mr. & Mrs. Anson Hokett
Preston & Judith Holtry
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hopkins
Larry & Vicki Howard
Jane & Jamie Howe
Marilyn J. Huntress
Debbi Hutchins
Lucile K. Irskens
Starla Jackson
Frederic & Gayle Jandrey
Jean Jarvis
Kristin Jarvis
Warren Jobe
Kathryn C. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Garold Jones
Frank Kahil
John R. & Millicent R. Kaiser
Pauline Kaltenbacher
Mickey Keith
Bruce R. Kelly
Dr. John & Irene Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Kendrick
Karen Kilmer
Beulah Kish
Adrienne & Bob Knoll 
Helen Konecky
Bill Krause
Bob & Karen Kreiling
Edwin H. & Betty J. Krug
H. Joan Kwiatkowski
John & Terry Lacy
Elizabeth C. Lamb & Gregory W. 

Michaels
James & Lila Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis W. Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Larson
Rachael Lee
The Lehmbeck Family
Linda Jean Leighton
Donna Levely
Mr. & Mrs. Sam R. Levitz
Stephanie E. Lew
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Lewis
Betty M. Linnaus
Sheila Lipera
John Lohr
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Long 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Lonnquist
Lura M. Lovell
Carole & Phil Malan
Janet & Frank Marcus
Robert Marsland
Jeff L. & Kathryn Varney Martin
Noel Matkin & Jim Sincox
Nancy & Jim Mayerhofer
Mr. & Mrs. John R. McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. James I. McArthur
Patrick & Agnes McCallion
Marilyn McCarthy
Daniel P. & Capri A. McCue

 Youth On Their Own Contributors 
     Cash donations July 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007



James W. McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. John McDonald 
Earl & Brenda McDowell
Crosby & Brenda McDowell
Stu & Beb McIntyre 
G. Robert & Virgina L. McKay
Nancy McMahon
Suzette McPhail
Carlos S. & Alice M. Melendez
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Meyers
Joseph F. Meza
Roy & Irma Milks
Naydene D. Miller & Carol Blackmon
Mr. & Ms. Joseph M. Millstone
Mr. & Mrs. Jerald Mitchell
Yashaswini Mittal
Doris S. Moore
Herb & Grace Moran
Mary Murphy & Bob Cairns
Verna Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Murray
Barbara & Craig Nelson
Kim Nelson
Lt. Col. Richard L. USAF (Ret.) & Gloria 

Jean Nelson
Lois J. Nickel & Doris Stokes
Al & Nicki Nickerson
Katherine & Donald Norgard
John W. & Sheila M. Norris
Joel W. Novak
Peggy Oden
Robert F. & Mary Jo Ogurek
Jeanne B. Olsen
Lynne & Denis Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Frank B. Over
Gordon & Elizabeth Packard
Carol Parham
Robert D. Parks
The Parrs
Charlotte A. Patt
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Paulin
Ramona Pease
Mr. & Ms. Thomas A. Peel
Paul & Eve Pender
Bradley Penning
Larrry “Buzz” Petersen & Robbie 

Willingham
Terry A. Pezzi
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Phillips
Joy L. Phoenix
Joseph & Joan Pobrislo
Michelle L. Poppen
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Powers
Boz Prichard
Keith G.& Jill E. Provan
Mr. & Mrs. Harley D. Puckett, Jr.
Byron & Beth Puhler
Monica Pylant
Elsa Quiroz
Bruce & Jean Rader
Lisa Rankin
James Stevenson & Kris Rees
James & Nora Retsinas
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Richards
Margaret A. Richardson

Gail M. Roberts
Ruth C. Robson
Angelina Rocco
Maria Rodriquez
Barbara C Rosano
Howard & Lillian Ross, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. Ross, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy R. Rusch
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon J. Samoy
John & Diana Samuelson
S. Schetthan
Barbara Schmidt
Eve Schocket
Annette Schuette
Mr. & Ms. Jon C. Schwindt
Cpt. J. P. & Mary J. Sciabarra
Ed & Pat Scott
Al & Doris Seames
William K. & Betty J. Sebert
S. Olivia Sefert
Jacquelyn Shearer
Mary Jo Sheridan
Julia M. Sherman
Mary P. Shields & Marilee P. Meyer
David Simm & Holly Hutchison
Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Simmons
Leslie T. Simon
Carolyn G. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart A. Singer 
Elsie L. Smith & Bunny Garrett
Dr. Lawrence H. E. & Barbara A. Smith
Deana & Martin A. Smith
Norman & Laurie E. Snodgrass
Daniel Snyder
Gladys & Ed Spenny
Joseph & Shirley Spitler
Lillian Stagg
Ramon J. & Marilyn J. Stanek
Eileen Starr
Don & Genevieve Steffen
Cynthia Stella
Ronald & Mary Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. John Stockbauer
Donna Stout
Edward & Nancy Strauss 
Andrew Strinka
John L. Strobeck
Lynne Strojny
Elizabeth A. Strong
Ruth Stroud
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Struble 
David & Susan P. Stumpf
Arlene Sturm
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Sulzbach 
Peter & Della Swarm
Bob & Lisa Swift & Children
Angelique Tadeo
Suzanne Tennison
Lauren Terpstra
Bill Thoman
Dr. Robert W. & Audrey R. Thomassen
Arnold & Marian Thompson
Roy & Jeri Thorson
Sharon L. Thwing & Mario A. Garcia
Irene Tieva

Susan Tomlinson
Leon Tsai & Diana S. Chapin-Tsai 
Jordon C. Tuomela
Jennie Updegraff
William G. & Celina Valenzuela
Ethel Vanice
Anthony & Jane Vecchione
Dean H. & Marilyn F. Vesling
Melissa M. Vito & Charles Bollong 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan J. Voelkel
Dorie Voigt
Dr. Richard & Madeleine Wachter
Marianne L. Wagner
Maurice R. Wainwright
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Wall
Jon B. & Noreen Wang
Audrey O. Ware
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Whitaker
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. White
Travis White
Bert Whitehead
Earl & Lois Wilford
Lucille M. Williams
Neal G. Williams & Julianne Hurst-

Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Mason Wilson
Mark & Rebecca Wilson
Elvera Winn
Sandra Winsor
Frank P. & Cleo L. Wipff
Jim & Linda Wood
Jean P. Workman
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Yalkowsky
Zohra Yaqub
Patti & Randy Yenerich
Ann & Dick Young
Louise L. Young

Businesses and Organizations
A. K. Jensen, Apparel, Inc.
Arizona Roamers
Arizona Roofing Contractors Association
Bolchalk-Frey Marketing
Buffalo Exchange
CDG Architects
Charitable Vending, LLC
Cox Communications
Community Church at Saddlebrooke
Country Fair White Elephant, Inc.
David C. and Lura M. Lovell Foundation
Delta Kappa Gamma-XI Chapter
El Camino Baptist Church
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Alpha Zeta # 302
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Gamma Iota 

Chapter 3682
Foothills Optimist Club of Tucson
Foundation Cariñoso
Gardner Family Foundation
Green Valley Community Church
Green Valley Lions Club
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Womens 

Association
JVH Holdings, LLC

KCI The Servants Heart Foundation
Kiwanis Young Children’s Council of 

Pima Co.
Lois Sands Mitsch Endowment Fund
Master Gardeners of Tucson
Mountain View Ladies Putters
NCH Corporation - Transwest 

Properties, Inc.
Northminster Presbyterian Church, Board 

of Deacons
Omega Wallbeds, Inc.
Oro Valley Heating and Cooling
Oro Valley Optimist Club
Our Family Services, Inc
Our Lady of the Valley Parish
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Pastiche Modern Eatery
Philoptochos Society of Tucson
Phoenix Coyotes Charities
PICOR Charitable Foundation
Postscripts
Power Property, Inc.
QWest Communications
R. E. Darling Company, Inc.
Raytheon Family Group
Raytheon Women’s Network Group
Rincon Optimist Club
Rincon Rotary Club Foundation
SaddleBrooke Tennis Club Charities
Sahuaro Speculators
Sears Financial Corporation
Southern Arizona Sports Foundation
Southern AZ Home Builders Association
Spirits Child
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
St. Philips Plaza Merchants Association
St. Teresa’s Guild
Stems A Shoe Boutique
Superstition Mt. Chapter FPRA
Swan Lake Estates Social Fund
The Bablove Agency, Inc.
The Carmax Foundation
The Jim Click Family Foundation
The Eliot Spalding Foundation
The Jasam Foundation Fund B
The Maurice R. & Meta G. Gross 

Foundation
The McCortney Foundation
The Newcomers Club of Tucson
The Rose Society
The Temp Connection
Thomas Promotions, Inc.
Trinity Presbyterian Women
Tucson African Heritage Network
Tucson Auto Auction/Don Mackey
Tucson Electric Power Company
United Methodist Women of Sanctuary
	 United Methodist Fellowship
Valley Presbyterian Church
W. G. Valenzuela Drywall, Inc.
Widow & Widower Group
Windermere Foundation



Charitable Work Campaigns
AZ Combined Federal Campaign
Cardinal Health
City of Tucson ECAP
Pima County ECAP
Raytheon Charitable Giving
State Employees Charitable Campaign 

(SECC)
Tucson Airport Authority
United Way of Tucson and Southern 

Arizona
United Way Valley of the Sun

In Memory of
July 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007

Shirley Appleby
Anonymous
Virginia Bohme
Judy Bowers
Jeanne Deloria
Judith Hokett
Patricia Kendrick
Brenda McDowell
Gail Paulin
Thomas Phillips
Margaret Richardson
Elisabeth Whitaker

Barbara
Amy Stark

Martin Bedell
Bob & Mel Bedell
Arlen De Goes
Robert Ogurek

Karen Jean Boddie
Janis Compton

Tracy Elizabeth Burch
Bennett Burch

Oscar Campos
Kenneth Cassler
Thomas W. Eyler

Margaret R. Darcy
Ann Butler

Ruth and Lyman Darcy
Sally Darcy

Carl Erickson
Genevieve Erickson

Peter Hirsch
Bruce Flanagan
Roberta Willingham

Anna Howe
Joe Buffalo
Jay Cook
Robert Driscoll
Brenda Franks
Peter Gallo
Pete Gannon
Laura Howe
Marlene Lehmbeck
Sam Levitz
James McDonald
Naydene Miller
Jerald Mitchell
Charlotte Patt
Eddie Benavidez
Barbara Rosano
Edward Scott
Mary Shields
Martin & Deana Smith
Kenneth White
Neal Williams
Ann & Dick Young

Jean Kleinkauf
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Gamma Iota 

Chapter 3682

John McCarthy
Marilyn McCarthy
Patti Yenerich
	
Mike McCormack
Hal Adamson

Dolores Messett
Philip Christopherson
Violet Dinwiddie
Charlotte Harris
Jean Jarvis	
John Lonnquist

Patricia and Phillip Morris
Jane Kirk

Ron Popelka
Richard Harman

Sue Rebro
The Newcomers Club of Tucson

Albert “Ronnie” Ronnings
Joy Phoenix

Lynn Scholey
The Newcomers Club of Tucson

Neil W. Sherman
Julia Sherman

Karen Stroud
Ruth Stroud

Michael Young
Hal Adamson
Louise Young

In Honor of
July 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007

Norma Jean Ancona
Bob & Adrienne Knoll

Paul Bablove of The Bablove Agency
Sue Sherrick

Michael Bolchalk & Robyn Frey of 
Bolchalk Frey Marketing

Sue Sherrick

Rudy Carrillo’s Birthday
Meredith Hersh

Stewart & Sandra Chan
Mickey Keith

Cliff & Leslie Cook 
Gerry & Jean Murray

Jim Cook’s Birthday
Noel Matkin 

Erik & Sibora Cooke 
Gerry & Jean Murray

Zachary Courtney &Tyler Fenton
Steven Fenton 

Sharon Ebenhack’s Birthday
Lynne Davies
Randall K. & Laurel Decker
Jeffrey C. & Celaine Derickson
Pam Edgar
Bruce & Janet Bredeson Fohr
Linda Leighton 
Russell Long
Jeff L. & Kathryn Varney Martin
Melissa Vito
Jon B. & Noreen Wang

James L. Eichman
Bill Carson

John & Linda Garrett Family
Sandra Fisher

Ken Handy
Warren Jobe

Our Parents Dr. William &  
Evangeline Hendrix 

Mark & Rebecca Wilson

My Step-Mother Jean Jarvis
Kristin Jarvis

Bill Keith
Stewart & Sandra Chan

Doug Marshall & Sandi Kientz 
Gerry & Jean Murray

Kevin & Judy Larson
Tucson Electric Power Company

Mary Hart Messick
Cynthia Dean

Carley McLellon
Maurice McCarty

Jeffrey Murray 
Gerry & Jean Murray

Lindsay & Sonia Murray 
Gerry & Jean Murray

My Dad for Christmas
Kenneth Granat

My Sons
Betty Sebert

Lane Oden
John Samuelson

Bonnie Prichard
Boz Prichard 

William C. Scott
Deborah Scott

Penny Sedlak
John Lohr

Tom Sedlak
John Lohr

Deana Smith
Jean Workman

Vance & Mary Stanford 
Gerry & Jean Murray

Mary Staples
John Lohr

Bob Tennison’s Birthday
Suzanne Tennison

Richard Tracy
Bill Carson

Noreen Wang’s Birthday
Lynne Davies
Randall K. & Laurel Decker
Jeffrey C. & Celaine Derickson
Sharon Ebenhack
Pam Edgar
Bruce & Janet Bredeson Fohr
Linda Leighton 
Russell Long
Jeff L. & Kathryn Varney Martin
Melissa Vito

YOTO 2007 Grads
Joel W. Novak

Michael Young 
John Samuelson



Deana Smith
YOTO Board of Directors

Deana Smith joined the Board of Directors in February 2008.  A self-starter and proven leader, she 
brings a unique set of skills and life experiences to complement those of her colleagues.  Deana 
graduated from the University of Arizona with two degrees: a Bachelor of Business and Public 
Administration in 1992 and a Bachelor of Science Nursing, R.N. in 1998. 

While attaining her degree in nursing, she also directed her talents to the position of vice-president 
of Direct Machine, Inc. in Tucson.  Her responsibilities included all accounting aspects of the 

business, the strengthening of customer and vendor relationships, and the creation of marketing materials.  Deana made a major career move 
into healthcare as a Nurse Intern at Columbia Northwest Hospital of Tucson in 1997; in 1998 she took a position as a cardiovascular critical 
care registered nurse at Tucson Heart Hospital, where she is still currently employed.

Deana has been involved with Youth On Their Own since she was a student in the program during high school.  She relates to a diverse range 
of people and has a first-hand understanding of the challenges faced by homeless and unaccompanied students.  As a mother of two children 
and wife, she enjoys her family. Deana’s interests in her “spare time” range from hiking and skiing to aviation and traveling.  

Heidi MacDonald
YOTO Administrative Coordinator 

Heidi MacDonald assumed the full-time position of YOTO’s Administrative Coordinator in early March 
2008.  She is the friendly, helpful voice on the phone along with expertly juggling numerous other 
responsibilities, including: directing incoming calls; assisting students and donors who visit the office; 
providing referral services; reviewing student enrollment applications to make certain they are complete; 
recording student Mini-Mall visits; as well as a plethora of tasks required for daily agency operations.  
Reflecting upon her work, Heidi stated:

 “I have a passion for customer service and love working with people.  I feel a great affinity for the students 
I meet through Youth On Their Own.  I admire them for their courage and determination to accomplish their educational goals.  It’s an honor 
for me to help them on their journey toward graduation.  My goal in working for Youth On Their Own is a simple one—to treat our students 
with respect and compassion—something they tell me they don’t find that often.”

“I’m so grateful to all our donors and am exited to see what they’ve brought for the students because I know how happy the students will be 
with their contributions.  I love being part of the circle of giving and receiving—there is so much abundance here.”

Originally from Oregon, Heidi relocated to Tucson in 1996 after living 16 years in Houston, Texas where she received her Bachelor of Arts in 
Fine Arts at the University of Houston.  Extremely creative, Heidi is writing a memoir about the year she spent working on offshore drilling rigs 
in the Gulf of Mexico. She also enjoys decorating “art cars” and her current “Rose Car” generates smiles as she drives it around town.    

YOTO WELCOMES...

youth on their own mission statement:  We are dedicated to support the high school graduation and continued 
success of homeless youth by providing financial assistance, basic human needs and guidance.



Board of Directors
Marian Conrad LaLonde, President
Patti Yenerich, Vice President
Martin Falkowski, Treasurer
Suzanne Emam, Secretary
Rudy Carrillo, Past President

Michael Bolchalk, Thomas Eyler D.O., Michael Hanson, 
Lorrane McPherson, Lane Oden, Lisa Rankin, Deana Smith, 
Patrick Tierney

Staff
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director
Gina Babunovic, Communications & Development Director
Meredith Moore, Program Director
Maria Castro, Operations Manager
Heidi MacDonald, Administrative Coordinator

YOTO VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Front Desk Receptionist
Do you have a friendly, outgoing nature?  Are you comfortable multi-tasking and working in a team 
environment with a diverse clientele?  This highly visible position entails meeting and greeting YOTO 
student clients and supporters, answering general questions and phone calls, and directing calls to the 
appropriate staff member. Tasks include clerical duties and assisting staff with special projects as needed.  
There are several receptionist openings available throughout the week and hours are flexible.	

Trucks and Muscles
Volunteers needed on an “on call” basis! Youth On Their Own receives calls occasionally regarding the 
contribution of household goods, such as small couches, student desks, and mattresses and box springs, 
which are perfect for student use but the donor is unable to deliver items to the YOTO office. This is the 
ideal opportunity if you are unable to volunteer on a weekly, regular basis but want to help, you possess a 
vehicle that can accommodate large items and are willing to pick-up items and deliver them to YOTO.

Please contact Maria Castro, YOTO Operations Manager,
at 293.1136 x 203 or mcastro@yoto.org.

Editor’s 
Corner

YOTO publishes a Fall, 

Winter, Spring, and Summer 

newsletter.  Please feel free 

to call or email with your 

comments, suggestions, 

or change in contact 

information.

Gina Babunovic

Communications & 

Development Director

520.293.1136 x 208

gbabunovic@yoto.org

Thank you!
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