
Educating homeless teens.  Investing in Tucson’s future.
James Nissen, a 2004 Canyon Del Oro 
graduate, is completing his third week  
in the Tucson Fire Academy. The 
ambitious recruit enjoys both the 
challenge and pace of the rigorous 
22-week course.  He will participate 
in live fire exercises and rescue 
techniques, as well as master 
other demanding skills required to 
become a member of the Tucson Fire 
Department.  His weekends are filled 

with incessant study for the weekly Monday exam; yet, under pressure, 
he remains focused, disciplined, and determined.  

As a youth, James lived within an atmosphere of poverty and instability, 
raised by a mother who abused alcohol and lived intermittently on and off 
the streets. He does not know his father.  “When I was 15, my mom felt 
that she couldn’t provide for me and that the ‘system’ could give me what 
she could not: it would give me a better chance,” he stated.  He entered 
foster care and lived in a group home for a number of years.  “It was scary 
going in but I was surprised at the family setting – it brought me stability.”  In 
reflection, he feels he had a positive experience, which was enhanced by a 
supportive caseworker. 

Foster care ends when a youth turns 18 years of age.  James, on his own, 
turned to YOTO, which provided needed financial assistance, continued 
support, and guidance as he completed his high school education.  He found 
the opportunity to apply for Special Needs funding especially helpful.  Staff 
also assisted him to receive a Pell Grant and other college scholarships.  “I 
have very good credit!” he exclaimed with pride.  

Continuing his education at Pima Community College, James explored 
possible careers in teaching and psychology over a two year period.  He 
became interested in becoming a firefighter through a friend in the 
Academy; also, he favors the outdoors rather than working each day 
in an office setting.  To indicate to the Academy that he was serious 
about his chosen work, he finished EMT training in 2005 and entered 
the Pima County Fire Academy in 2006 to learn firefighting basics, 
acquiring Fire I and Fire II certifications.  James became a Tucson Fire 
Academy recruit in January 2007 after passing a written exam.  

“We have a family history of this type of behavior,” added James, referring to 
his mother’s substance abuse, poverty, and homelessness.  Sadly, his mother 
passed away after his first week in the Academy.  She was 50 years old.  “I 
have the personal drive not to end up in that situation, and I will be the first 
to rise above this legacy.”   And so he is...  James, we admire your strength, 
your accomplishments and wish you continued success in the future!  

WRITE A WILL Workshop
Wednesday, March 26, 2008 – 2:00 p.m to 3:30 p.m.
Primavera Foundation’s Jim & Vicki Click Training Center
152 W. 40th Street (near I-10 and S. 6th Avenue) 

Sponsored by Youth On Their Own, Open Inn, and Primavera 
Foundation.  Registration is appreciated but not required.  To register 
or for more information, call David Elliot at 520.623.5111 ext 101.

5th Annual ARCA Charity Bowling Tournament
Saturday, June 28, 2008
11:00 a.m. registration, 12:00 p.m. tournament play 
Golden Pin Lanes, 1010 W. Miracle Mile in Tucson

Arizona Roofing Contractors Association (ARCA)
“Raising the Roof for Youth On Their Own”
Door Prizes, Silent Auction, Raffle. Teams now forming  
(six bowlers per team).  For information call 520.631.7931  
or 520.405.3222  All event proceeds benefit YOTO.
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SAVE THE DATE!
You’re Invited!
13th Annual

Saturday, March 15, 2008 – 5:30 p.m. 
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, 7000 N. Resort Drive in Tucson
Turn to page 17 for event details.

Success Story!

Ruwaida (Roxy) Alansary, 
PASS High School 
December ‘07 graduate.

Roxy currently attends Pima 
Community College and will 
be a featured speaker at Top 
of the Town ‘08.

INSIDE
YOTO Celebrates December ‘07 Grads!  page 5
YOTO Milestone  page 4
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A Message from the 
                    Executive Director

The promise of spring has brought hope for centuries and to multitudes of people across the world:  
of dark times getting lighter, of warmth after cold, of new growth after dormancy.  We continue to be 
grateful for the privilege of bringing hope to youth who, because they are homeless and without the 
presence of a parent or long-term legal guardian guiding them, often feel bound by their circumstances to 
a life without options... and without hope.

With the start of the second semester of the 2007-08 academic year, the pace of events at YOTO has 
ramped-up exponentially as we work to provide the best possible services to our student clients, along 
with our other “job,” that of funding our agency at a level which supports continued service excellence.  
To accomplish the latter, we are in the midst of writing grants to a variety of sources, preparing for our 
annual Top of the Town signature fundraiser on March 15 (see page 17), putting on a “Write A Will” 
workshop on March 26 with two partner agencies (see page 17) to encourage people to remember 

YOTO in their estate plans, creating a new agency video with funding from the Grossman Foundation and professional assistance from 
International Media here in Tucson, and preparing for the annual audit, which helps us ensure top-notch stewardship of the funds entrusted  
to us by our donors and grantors.

On the program side, our priority is focused on working within the Metro area school systems and social service agencies to identify students who are 
homeless and unaccompanied, through no fault of their own, and are committed to graduating from high school in spite of their hardships.  Homeless 
youth who should be in the YOTO program tend to be “under the radar” in their schools because they often do not behave in ways that get them 
noticed as needing intervention.  They simply cope quietly until one day the challenges of their situations prove to be too much, and they drop out 
of school – often never to return.  In addition to working with the identified YOTO liaison for each high school and middle school in the area, we 
continue to reach out to other school personnel – teachers, security guards, nurses, food service workers, coaches, etc. – who might come into 
contact with prospective “YOTO Kids” and could be effective referral sources for us.  

Other human service agencies throughout the area are also instrumental in helping us identify students who need what YOTO has to offer.  We work 
closely with a number of agencies to ensure that we do not duplicate services but, rather, complement one another and can refer clients to each other with 
confidence.  This is both a client/customer service issue and a fiscal stewardship issue.  The nurturing of these interagency relationships remains an ongoing 
priority, for it is only through agency partnerships that our clients will have access to a full range of services to meet their various and changing needs.

There are times when students are reluctant to define themselves as homeless – they are embarrassed about their circumstances, such as having 
incarcerated or drug abusing parents; or they distrust “systems,” even those like YOTO that are independent nonprofits.  They may not understand that 
the educational definition of homelessness (according to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act) is about the lack of a safe and permanent 
nighttime residence.  Since these students may be doubled-up with relatives or “couch hopping” among friends and neighbors, they may have a roof 
over their heads, but they do not have a home that offers the stability necessary to excel in school.  Yet they do not see themselves as homeless.  This 
reluctance or lack of understanding, along with these students’ relative invisibility in the school environment, means that YOTO relies on many people, 
both inside and outside of the schools, to identify and to encourage eligible students to allow YOTO to support them.  

As winter rushes headlong into spring and the school year heads toward completion, YOTO will have provided services to nearly 9000 students in its 
21-year history.  Another group of young men and women, who were formerly without choices for the future, will toss their mortar boards high in a great 
exclamation of joy. All who have contributed to these students’ success as YOTO donors, sponsors, volunteers, and partners, can share in that joy, 
along with the hope for futures that are filled with possibilities for these strong young people.

 
In service to Tucson’s youth, 
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, MPA 
Executive Director

youth on their own mission statement:  We are dedicated to support the high school graduation and continued 
success of homeless youth by providing financial assistance, basic human needs and guidance.



I am honored to have been chosen as the President of the Youth On Their Own Board for the next two 
years.  As I took office in January, I was mindful of the great contributions to the governance of this 
agency by those who held this board leadership position in the past few years:  Rudy Carrillo, the late 
(and sorely missed) Michael Young, and Tom Eyler.  Their dedication, vision, and stewardship enabled 
the organization to be fiscally sound and programmatically relevant throughout the first years of this new 
century.  I am humbled by their contributions and pledge to continue their legacies.

Pages 6-16 of this newsletter contain Part II of our Annual Report, focusing on “The Spirit and Faces of 
Philanthropy.”  In doing so, we recognize and thank the contributors who make the goal of high school 
graduation a reality for many homeless youth in our community. “The Spirit and Faces of Philanthropy” is 
also communicated in the photos of our students, the success story on page one, and in the statistics we 
share throughout the year because they result from the philanthropic actions of many in our community. 

As a former YOTO student, I know firsthand the impact that this program has on those who would not ordinarily have the support and resources 
necessary to graduate from high school.

On behalf of my board colleagues, I am grateful for all of the ways in which our community invests in the mission of this agency and am committed to 
the role that we have to make sure that those resources invested are used wisely.  We realize that having common ethical standards and principles in our 
program delivery and our resource generation activities is essential to maintaining the public trust, and we follow the values set forth by the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals (http://www.afpnet.org/ethics) as we vigorously and ethically seek support for YOTO.  As a governance board, we are the 
standard-bearers and are ultimately accountable to our community.  We take that responsibility very seriously.

As you review the Annual Report and notice the number of supporters who are recognized, remember the saying that “it takes a village to raise a child” 
and know that you are each a part of a diverse and dynamic “village” that impacts hundreds of students each year through YOTO.  Once again, please 
accept my most sincere thanks. 

Regards,
Marian Conrad LaLonde, President
YOTO Board of Directors

Letter from the 
	           President

In Memoriam

Kathryn Draman
Youth On Their Own’s beloved volunteer – Kathryn Draman 
– passed away on February 7, 2008 due to complications 
from chronic respiratory disease. This remarkable woman 
with beautiful, laughing blue eyes and a heart of gold arrived 
each Monday over the past seven years to assist staff with 
special projects, office correspondence, greeting visitors 
and students, and answering the phone.  Possessing a strong 
work ethic, Kathryn approached each task with enthusiasm 
and thoroughness.  We celebrate her genuineness, warmth, 
and willingness to go the extra mile to help YOTO students.  
As we grieve her loss, there is a disconcerting emptiness in 
our lives.  Kathryn’s chair will certainly be a big one to fill.        

Philanthropy
phi·lan·thro·py 
(fĭ-lăn’thrә-pē) 

•	 An effort or inclination 
to increase the well-being 
of humankind, as by 
charitable aid or 
donations.  

•	L ove of humankind in 
general. 

•	 Something, such as an 
activity or institution, 
intended to promote 
human welfare. 
 
Courtesy of dictionary.com



Ask me what the best part of my job is as Program Director and I’ll tell you without hesitation that it’s meeting with our 
resilient YOTO students. Their dedication to their education is nothing less than inspirational.  If you’ve ever met a YOTO 
student or read one of their stories, you know the feeling. 

I was fortunate enough to be able to attend Pima Vocational High School’s December graduation ceremony.  A number of 
YOTO students sat anxiously on the edges of their metal fold-out chairs while they waited to hear their names. I knew there 
were people sitting around me who had no idea that there were four students among these graduates who were living on 
their own. On their own, they graduated. On their own, they will apply to college. On their own, they will find a job. On 
their own, they will succeed.  These students blend in and easily go unnoticed; therefore, they are often not identified as 
needing support and are at great risk of dropping out of high school.

The essential first step is the identification of homeless and unaccompanied youth within Metro Tucson schools.  After YOTO’s Executive Director 
Mary and I met with over 90 school counselors and head teachers this summer and fall, my community outreach efforts then turned to strengthening 
and to creating collaborations with area support agencies that also work with youth. My goal is to educate our human service colleagues about 
homelessness and unaccompanied youth.  As I explain the way in which the YOTO program works and who we serve, I also learn about services 
provided by other area support agencies.  It’s like putting a puzzle together when I ask myself, “How do all the services fit?”  The aim is to work in 
harmony with community agencies, without duplication, in building the remaining steps that these extraordinary young people need so they can reach 
the top.  Thank you to our devoted base network of support agencies who have embraced our students over the years and to those newly created 
relationships. With us behind them, they are not alone!

Meredith Moore
Program Director

Program NOTES

The leadership gifts from one local professional organization and two generous Tucson couples have made it possible for Youth On Their Own to create an 
endowment!  With funding from the Tucson Society of Women Physicians, Dr. Thomas W. and Mrs. Marielena Eyler, and Dr. Melvin G. and Mrs. Paige D. 
Hector, the “Youth On Their Own (YOTO) Endowment” was established in the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona (CFSA) on January 23rd.  

“It takes a special donor to understand how important an endowment can be to a nonprofit organization like ours, and we are so grateful to those who 
provided the initial gifts to create the YOTO Endowment,” said Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director. “Now that the fund is established, other 
donors can contribute any amount they wish and help it grow into a significant source of annual income to support the agency’s mission.”

The YOTO Endowment provides for the long-term sustainability of the agency.  Contributions of cash, valuable personal property (that can be 
converted into cash), and proceeds from estates may be designated to the endowment by the donor.  While the contributions are generally made 
payable to YOTO, they are immediately transferred to the CFSA as long as the gift is designated for the endowment in the memo section of the check 
or on accompanying correspondence.

Once placed with the CFSA, the funds are invested according to the Foundation’s Investment Policy, which represents a long-term perspective that 
diversifies assets in order to minimize risk.  On an annual basis, the proceeds of the investment are made available for YOTO to use in support of its 
mission.  Since the principal of an endowment is never spent, the fund exists in perpetuity.

The CFSA manages more than 475 funds on behalf of area donors and organizations, approximately 40 of which were established by nonprofit organizations  
like YOTO.  The CFSA serves as the steward of over $100 million in assets and ranks in the top ten percent of community foundations nationally.

“The YOTO Board of Directors chose to place our agency’s endowment in the Community Foundation for a variety of reasons, including the fact that 
endowment funds are pooled for investment purposes so YOTO can benefit from economies of scale,” said Martin Falkowski, Treasurer of the Youth 
On Their Own Board of Directors.  “Another reason is that the Foundation is expert at what it does and placing the endowment there allows YOTO to 
concentrate on serving kids, rather than managing its endowment.” 

For more information on the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona, visit www.cfsoaz.org or call (520) 770-0800.  For more information on 
making a gift to YOTO’s new endowment, contact Mary Gruensfelder-Cox at 520. 293.1136 or mgcox@yoto.org.

YOTO MILESTONE:
            Agency Endowment Fund a Reality!



Roxy Alansary........................................PASS HS
Monequea Amistoso.... Tuscon High Magnet School
Courtney Bratton............................. Compass HS
Miguel Briceno.....................................PASS HS
Lauren Dickinson..... Pima Vocational HS Downtown
Sabrina Eirschele .....Pima Vocational HS Sweetwater
Darlene Fimbres....................................PASS HS
Tomabari Ganago.........................ACE Charter HS
Karla Garcia....................................Sunnyside HS
Anthony Gerbais................................... PACE HS
Cesar Giron........Marana Career & Technical School
Alicia Gomez.......... Pima Vocational HS Downtown
Tasheena Lee.......... Pima Vocational HS Downtown
Alexis MacMeans...........................San Joaquin HS
Stephanie Madrid........... Downtown Alternative HS
Ana Maldonado......................................... TAPP
Lissa Martinez.....................................Cholla HS
Julianna Maxwel................................... PACE HS
Ashley Olivarria .............................. Alta Vista HS
Mukhtar Omar .............................Project MORE
Dwight Robinson .... Pima Vocational HS Downtown
Sabrina Valenzuela .......... Downtown Alternative HS
Laura Villaescusa ....................Canyon Del Oro HS
D’Angelo Waggoner........ Downtown Alternative HS

Congratulations Grads!  Twenty-four YOTO students graduated from 16 high schools throughout the 
Metro area this December.  It is so enjoyable when students visit the office and show off their well-
deserved diplomas.  Staff gathers together and makes a real fuss; along with handshakes and hugs, it is 
a photo opportunity that forever captures their happiness and life accomplishment for us to share with 
you.  December graduates are also invited to attend the YOTO Student Graduation Party that will be 
held in May.  This year, the YOTO Board of Directors has taken on the coordination of this wonderful 
student event.  Please visit yoto.org for further details as the Graduation Party draws near. 

YOTO Celebrates 
            The Class of December ‘07 

Dwight Robinson, Pima Vocational HS 
Downtown with Executive Director Mary 
Gruensfelder-Cox

Julianna Maxwel and Anthony Gerbais, 
PACE HS with retired educator and YOTO 
board member Fred McConnell

Alexis MacMeans, 
San Joaquin HS 

Ashley Olivarria, 
Alta Vista HS 
with Program 

Director 
Meredith Moore

Cesar Giron, 
Marana Career & 
Technical School 
with Meredith 
Moore

Sabrina 
Valenzuela, 
Downtown 

Alternative HS

ONE STEP BEYOND
“I have a habit of dwelling in the past, which leaves me in a negative mindset.  After 
hearing about STEP and reading the student testimonials, I realized how much this 
experience could help me mentally and physically change in a positive way,” S. N., a 
YOTO local high school student.

STEP (Student Expedition Program) offers talented high school students with limited 
financial resources the opportunity to discover the extent of their own abilities. 
Challenges faced during a three-week wilderness leadership expedition provide students 
with increased self-confidence and self-esteem, a sense of purpose, and an understanding 
that they have what it takes to succeed.  A number of YOTO students have greatly 
benefited from the STEP experience.  We encourage those interested in supporting 
YOTO students’ participation in STEP to contribute directly to the STEP organization.  
Funds may be designated for a YOTO student.  For further details, please contact 
Executive Director Tracy Baynes at 520.825.5650 or tbaynes@stepexpedition.org.

YOTO Students 
Go Tech
Youth On Their Own students are able to receive 
computers at no cost from World Care, a local 
nonprofit organization that refurbishes pre-owned 
computer equipment and then distributes it to the 
community through a referral process. Since October 
2007, 11 YOTO students have benefited from World 
Care.  We recommend that you donate computers and 
accompanying accessories directly to the organization.  
World Care contact information: 3538 E. Ellington 
Place; Tucson, Arizona 85713; 520.514.1588; www.
worldcare.org; donations are accepted 9 – 3 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday.



Annual Report 2006–2007, Part two 
       The Spirit and Faces of Philanthropy 

YOTO Annual Student Holiday Party
This December a gathering of over 200 guests at the Annual ’07 Student Holiday Party 
celebrated the season with all the trimmings – dinner, gifts, a raffle, and companionship.  
Each year this event provides an opportunity for contributors and volunteers to interact 
directly with those they support.  Community generosity also defrays the event cost: 
there was an outpouring of support, for which we are so grateful.  Thank you!  We trust 
your evening was as rewarding and joyful as the merriment and memories you brought 
these courageous youth who, through no fault of their own, do not have parents in their 
lives during a traditionally family-oriented time.    

Thank you 
 so much!  

You have no idea 
how much of a 

difference 
YOTO has made 

 in my life.  
~ Always, C.K., 

a local high 
school student.

Photo by Tom Eyler

Photo by Tom Eyler



Dear Sponsors and Donors, Thank you 
so much for everything you have done 

and helped out with for YOTO and the 
children. I myself am a YOTO child, and I 
do dearly appreciate all you have done to 
help me.  My Christmas this year will be 

so much better because of your donations 
to YOTO.  Have a Merry Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year. ~ Thank you, B.L.,  

a local charter school student.

This is 
the best 

Christmas 
I’ve ever had. 

~ J.S., 
a local 

alternative 
school 

student.

A special thank you to Robin Stancliff 
of Robin Stancliff Photography for 

capturing the evening’s joy!



Donors
Representing all sectors of the 
community, we are grateful to those 
who provided cash contributions 
to assist with the event, and/or 
gift cards and items, which were 
distributed to students during the 
party.  

Anonymous
Anonymous F.
Arizona Mail Order – Old Pueblo 

Traders
Jennifer Bauman
Lance & Phyllis Bement
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Aitken, MN
Larry & Marjorie Biehl
Bolchalk Frey Marketing
Chris Brandon
Gary Braxton
Janis Compton
Carolyn Davis
Suzanne Davis
Delta Kappa Gamma Xi Chapter
Desert Hills Lutheran Church 

Sewing B
Discount Cab Company
Connie Eggers
El Camino Baptist Church
Companions in Christ Fellowship 

Group
Betty Feldkamp
Steven & Randy Fenton
Katharine Ferguson
Scott & Karin Fiore
Foothills Optimist Club of Tucson
Linda Griffith
Deborah Hutchins
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Kiwanis Young Children’s Council
of Pima County
Jim & Betty Koch

Lila Lane
Dennis Larson
Kevin Larson
Los Palos Verde Garden Club
Master Gardeners of Tucson
Daniel McCue
Metropolitan Tucson Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Richard Nelson
Newcomers Club of Tucson
Newcomers Club of Tucson – Book 

Clubs
“Desert Sages” & “Prickly Pears”
Oro Valley Heating and Cooling
Carol Parham
Pepsi Cola Bottling Company
Sally Powers
Harley Puckett
Angelina Rocco
Howard Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Rosten
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
St. Teresa’s Guild
Vernon Samoy
Anne Segal’s Family & Friends
Mary Stewart
Linda Stockbauer
Streams in the Desert Lutheran 

Church Quilters
Pat Tontini
Rincon Rotary Club
Robin Stancliff Photography
Spiritschild
Nancy Strauss
Toys for Tots
Transwest Properties, Inc.
Tucson African Heritage Network 

(T.A.H.N.) - IBM
US Postal Service – Kino Station 
Maurice Wainwright
Sandra Winsor
Nina Wolfe
Patti Yenerich

Volunteers
YOTO truly appreciates 
those “helping hands” who 
assisted with tasks relating 
to gift room sponsorship, 
party set-up, the holiday 
feast, the raffle, and 
clean-up (per the volunteer 
sign-in sheet).
  
Marge Achons
Celia Aguilar
Josiatt Aguilar
Norma Aguilar
Steve Arnoldi
Roger & Mary Baglien
Cindy Bezauny
Sandy Bohn
Julie Carrizosa
Celia Copland
Hector Corovado
Maria Durazo
Tom Eyler
Andy & Carol Fiore
Noni Garcia
Kent Grant
Doris Green	
Ashley Hendrix
Narciso Holsuin
Anthony Iannacone
	 Liza Iannacone
Anthony Lucas
Paulette Lucas
Suzanne Machain
Cindy Maggs
Henry Martinez
Melissa Martinez
Kim McAloney
Delisha Moonsammy
Essy Nuves
Tiffany Owens
Mark Pargas
Erin Bryant-Pollard
Marina Ruiz
Chris Rusch
Katherine Scoggin-

Sobonya
Son Life Chapel
    Pastors Gil and Marylou 

Garcia & Congregation 
Jacquelyn Trujillo

Site and Dinner Sponsor
Son Life Chapel
Pastors Gil and Marylou Garcia
Members of the Congregation

Table Decorations & 
Centerpieces

City of Tucson/HR Department
Katherine Scoggin-Sobonya, 

Coordinator

Gift Room Sponsors and Donors

“Come in from the Cold”
Southern Arizona Home Builders 

Association (SAHBA)
Philanthropy Committee
Erin Fitzgerald, Coordinator
Son Life Chapel
	 Pastors Gil & Marylou Garcia
Members of the Congregation

“Go Team!”
Tucson Electric Power
Engineering & Finance Departments
	 Anna Cũnes, Coordinator

“Home Sweet Home”
Raytheon Women’s Network
Kim Waskom, Coordinator

“It’s All About You” 
Calvary Chapel Vail Youth Group
	 Cindy Shroder, Coordinator
Dillard’s – Tucson Mall
Cherrie Laguna in collaboration with 

R. E. Darling Company, Inc.
	 Lynne Cosgrove, Coordinator
Tucson Republican Women
	 Nicki Nickerson, Coordinator

“That’s Entertainment”
Tucson Firefighters Association
Roger White, Coordinator
Raytheon/IT Department
	 Melissa Bracamonte, Coordinator

Foothills Optimist Club 
Jim “Benny” Benson, Foothills 

Optimist Club of Tucson President, 
presented YOTO with a $1,000 

contribution from Club members for 
the Holiday Party.    

YOTO Annual Student 
Holiday Party  – Continued



Extreme Makeover:

        YOTO receives a “face lift” 
Youth On Their Own was extremely fortunate and unbelievably thrilled to be the beneficiary of two recent community service projects.  One resulted 
from being a participating agency in the United Way Days of Caring event held in October; the second as the recipient of the Tucson Utility Contractors 
Association’s philanthropic work.  Projects entailed improvements to both the exterior and interior of the building and site.  The administrative offices 
remain warm yet professional with a new color, fresh coat of paint, and furniture provided by NCH Corporation.  Outside, the building is completely 
landscaped and the back property is now properly regraded and level.  Amazing!  We appreciate you all!  

Desert Glen
Commercial Landscaping Group, Inc. (landscape and irrigation)

Margherita Arvanites & Joe Bailo, Co-Owners	 Jerry Bell
John Quinnan	 Gary Cullivan	 Heath O’Brian
Hanna Delosantos 	 Tim Siegfried	 Jack Delyria
Scott Starnes	 Keven Frahm	 Arnulfo Valdez
Victor Gutierrez	 Anthony Villegas	 Matt Weigel

R. E. Darling Company, Inc. employees (l to r): 
Ruben Borquez, Lynn Cosgrove, Sonia Gonzales, 
Pancho Hernandez, Billie Jaramillo, and Luis Mendoza. 

City of Tucson – HR Department employees 
(l to r): Fanni Acosta, Cindy Bezaury, Katherine 
Scoggin-Sobonya, and Lynn GreenawaltKatherine Scoggin-Sobonya and Fanni Acosta

United Way Days 
of Caring 2007

Tuscon Utility Contruction Association (TUCA) Service Project
Employees from 
two companies, each 
a member of TUCA, 
descended upon 
YOTO to wield their 
magic and by  
the time they  
left – instant 
set design!  
Thank you!

KE&G
(regrade of the back property)

Karol George, President
Richard Hunziker, General Superintendent
Christopher Albright, Project Manager
Antonio Casillas	 Gary Stock	 Fred Salgado	
Frank Sutherland	 Mike Spicker



Grant Awards: November 1, 2007 – February 20, 2008 

Our sincere thanks to El Hogar De 
La Paz students for the handcrafted 
commemorative Martin Luther King 
Jr. bench. Seven El Hogar students 
built 100 benches in 100 days and 
then distributed them throughout  
the community.  This gift is in 
recognition of the agency’s work to 
support the high school graduation  
of homeless teens.  

Hector Rodriquez, Brittnie Peacock, 
Vanessa Zapata, Alex Rodriguez, 
Donnel Moten, Eric Scroggins, and 
Kyle Juryla – it was an honor to meet 
each of you, and we admire your hard 
work.  The bench inscription reads, 
“Let us be loving enough to turn an 
enemy into a friend.” Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and the piece is proudly 
displayed at the YOTO entrance. 

Storage Galore

YOTO supporters Andy Fiore and Tim 
Powell (l to r) volunteered their expertise 
to install upper and lower cabinetry and a 
countertop to create needed office storage 
and workspace.

El Hogar 
De La Paz

Foundation Cariñoso.................................$5,000 unrestricted funds
O’Rielly Family Foundation.....................................$12,500 stipends
PICOR Charitable Foundation..................................$2,500 stipends
Southern Arizona Sports Foundation........................... $7,500 stipends
The Click Family Foundation..................... $2,500 Top of the Town ‘08 
The Country Fair White Elephant, Inc........................ $9,500 stipends
The Mountain Room Foundation...............................$2,500 stipends
The Wings Like Eagles Foundation............$1,250 program development

The agency also received six unsolicited awards from private foundations.  
These types of awards are usually not “restricted” in that funds may 
be directed by YOTO, in accordance with the mission, toward what is 
deemed most needed. 

Gardner Family Foundation, Inc............................................... $500
KCI The Servant’s Heart Foundation...................................... $5,000
Lichtenheld Family Foundation............................................. $4,000
Lois Sands Mitsch Endowment Fund 
	 through the Sertoma Foundation......................................$3,417
The Click Family Foundation................................................. $1,000
The McCortney Foundation................................................ $2,500

Angela Burton, KCI Account Executive – Acute Care in Tucson, presented 
YOTO’s Gina Babunovic (l to r) with a $5,000 donation from KCI The 
Servant’s Heart Foundation.  Angela strongly believes in YOTO’s mission 
and recommended the agency as the recipient of this generous gift. 

YOTO submitted a number of grant proposals in the fall and early winter that resulted in eight funded awards.  

Extreme Makeover: YOTO Receives a “Face Lift” – Continued



Generation to Generation 

Joanne and Howie Adams were each raised within families that infused charitable 
acts in their daily lives.  “Both sides of the family have always been philanthropic and 
community-minded, especially in the support of children,” said Howie.  

Joanne’s mother and father, DeWitt 
and Gloria Fischman, retired to Arizona 
and focused their philanthropic efforts 
toward youth and education.   “DeWitt 
was a Tucson Adult Literacy volunteer, 
and he believed that education was an 
important vehicle for self-sufficiency,” 
noted Howie.  The Fischmans established 
monies to send youth from the 
surrounding Native American reservations 
to Phillips Exeter Academy, a New 
Hampshire prep school, so the children 

could participate in the unique summer school programs.  Howie’s father was one of 
three founders of Jewish Big Brothers of Greater Los Angeles and also created Camp 
Max Strauss.  The camp provides at-risk and underserved children in the City of Los 
Angeles with camping and life experiences outside the Metropolitan area.  
 
 “Howie has always been involved with assisting youth and my parents were very 
supportive,” stated Joanne.  Dr. Adams, a Tucson dentist, provides professional services 
for YOTO students; as a volunteer with YOTO’s Strategies for Success program, he 
mentored our Spring 2007 Success Story – YOTO student alumna Stephanie Calderón. 
They still keep in touch.

The Adams children, Amanda and Jeff, now grown with lives of their own, continue 
the family tradition.  “My daughter, a social worker, works with children who have life 
threatening illnesses and supports their families at Tu Nidito, a Tucson nonprofit,” said 
Joanne. Their son Jeff lives in California and is an architect. He is involved in Habitat 
for Humanity and practiced “green architecture” before the word “green” became 
synonymous with environmentally-friendly design and products.  

With all this history of family philanthropy, it 
made sense when DeWitt and Gloria Fischman 
established The Fischman Endowment Fund 
to benefit YOTO students through the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Southern Arizona 
(JCSA).  “The endowment positions YOTO to 
become self-sufficient,” said Howie.  This is due 
to the fact that the principal of the endowment is 
never spent and annual earnings provide ongoing 
support to the agency.  Additional individual 
gifts may be made to The Fischman Endowment 
directly through the JCSA by contacting Carol 
Karsch, Executive Director, at 520.577.0388.    

The SaddleBrooke Tennis Club’s (STC) 6th Annual Don 
P. Martin Memorial Serve ‘Em Up For Charity Tennis 
Event to benefit YOTO and Tri-Community Food Bank 
raised $11,750 in support of YOTO student clients!  The 
November fundraiser featured a day of organized tennis 
matches among 84 participants and professional tennis 
clinics conducted by STC Tennis Pro Terry Gibson.  With 
deep appreciation, YOTO thanks Bruce and Bonnie 
Nissenbaum, Event Chairs; Sarah Smith, Corporate 
Sponsorships; Mary Jo George and Connie Sacra, Silent 
Auction Co-Chairs; Carol Zupancic, Card Party Hostess/
Contributor; and the many dedicated committee 
members and volunteers. 

is the endowment and planned 
giving center of Tucson’s Jewish 
community.  The Foundation 
provides philanthropic support 
and legacy planning services 
to donors who contribute to a 
wide array of nonprofit orga-
nizations is Southern Arizona 
and throughout the world. The 
Jewish Community Foundation is 
an affiliated corporation of the 
Jewish Federation of Southern 
Arizona.  For more information 
about the Foundation, contact 
520.577.0388 or email 
promise@jctucson.org.

SaddleBrooke
Tennis Club (STC) Tournament

Howie, Joanne, Amanda, and Jeff Adams

DeWitt and Gloria Fischman

YOTO SPOTLIGHT

STC members and award recipients:  (l to r) 
Sarah Smith, STC Charities; Cynthia Chevalley, Director 
of Tri-Community Food Bank; George Ray, STC Charities; 
YOTO board members Ann Young and Martin Falkowski.

The Jewish Community 
Foundation of Southern Arizona



YOTO Appreciation Open House
YOTO counts its blessings each day for the many ways those throughout our community continue to share their talents and time in support of YOTO 
students.  The agency held an Appreciation Open House on December 21, 2007, which created a special time during this holiday season for staff and 
board members to express our gratitude and heartfelt thanks!

Photos: 
(Identification is left to right.)

1.	 YOTO board members Jean Jarvis and 
Suzanne Emam 

2.	 Heidi MacDonald, YOTO staff; 
Mini Mall volunteers Mary Kearney 
and Shirlee Finley

3.	 Meredith Moore, YOTO Program 
Director; YOTO liaisons Julie Gallardo 
and Kim MCNally, Rose Schools

4.	 YOTO liaison Eileen Verdi, Amphitheater 
HS; Arlene Reiber, volunteer 

5.	 YOTO board member Tom Eyler 

6.	 YOTO liaisons Eliu Haro, Pima 
Vocational HS Downtown; Natasha 
Warenkiewicz, Pima Vocation HS 
Sweetwater

7.	 Volunteer Nancy Hannan and YOTO 
liaison Rosenna Trejo, Flowing Wells HS

St. Philip’s Plaza Holiday Open House 

We are honored that St. Philip’s Plaza Merchants Association selected Youth On Their Own to benefit from its first Holiday Open House for charity!  
Many thanks for contributions from the silent auction, raffle sales, and proceeds from a percentage of store sales from the following participating 
merchants:      
	 Acacia	 Level Lounge & Bar	 AK Jensen	 Limited Additions
	 Bahti Indian Arts	 M & I Bank	 Body Works Studio	 Obsidian Gallery
	 Butz Jean Co.	 Piece by Piece Wear	 Earth Made	 Sigi’s
	 Finale	 Silk Expressions	 58 Degrees & Holding Co.	 Stems A Shoe Boutique
	 Gadabout SalonSpas	 W Boutique	 Laser One	

2

5

7

4

1 3

6



Dave Adamson
Hal Adamson
Jacob K. Adopley
Harold G. & Frances Ahlich
Mr.  Alabado
Dave & Darla Allen
Willie Ames
Donald M. & Leila Andersen
Curtis & Elspeth M. Anderson
Mark & Emily Anderson
Mary L. Anderson
Raymond H. Anderson
George & Adele Andrela 
Cliff & Phala Andressen
Linda Andrews
Lesley A. Andrus
Lani Angso
Clement E. & Ella Marie Arceneaux
Bruno & Patricia Arena
Silvio & Karen Aristizabal
Ronald A. & Sandra L. Arlt
Larry & Julie Aronow
Jill Arowesty
Cindy Ashton
Hal & Debra Ashton
Jack & Evelyn Atwater
Michael Augen
Gina Babunovic
Glenn C. & Hedwig Bacon
Marillyn L. Baehr
Roger & Mary Baglien 
Karen Bailey
Joy O. Baine
Debby Baker & Audrey Ching
Robert & Judith Baker
Frank S. & Frances P. Bakewell, Jr.
Glenn & Sarah Balasky
Sandra Banks
Anne Barber & Peter Staab
Stuart & Barbara Bardach
Hani & Erin Barghout
Roy & Mary Lou Barker
Chris & Kristi Barnard
Howard & Barbara Barron
Jack & Margaret Barry
Louis Barsky
Dorothy Bart
Joan Baumann
Carter & Mary Ann Beach
Morton K. & Carol A. Beach
Thomas & Gaeel Beaham 
Patrick A. & Priscilla J. Beck
Larry & Susan Becker
Wesley R. & Candace D. Becker, Jr.
Bob & Mel Bedell 
Susan Bedrick
Anita Bell
Lance & Phyllis Bement
Roger & Sally Bengtson
David & Marilyn Benson

Donald E. Benson
Harold & Dianne Benson
James C. & Ruth Ann Benson
Ben & Courtney Benton
Eugene Benton
Charlotte Benz
Jeffrey A. & Wendy G. Beren
Cynthia Berens
David & Margarita Berg
Ed & Christina Berger
Eugene & Barbara Berlanti
Elena Berman
Edward & Jill Bessey
Barbara Beverly
Robert & Joan Bishopp
Jim & Darlene W. Blair
Michael & Kristine L. Blair
Theodore R. & Monterae Y. Blomquist
Richard Boals
Karl & Sandy Bohn 
Michael T. Bolchalk & Norma Showalter
Bob & Judy Bolt
E. L. Bombara
Claudia Booth
Richard L. & Diana Boros
Victor Bowleg
George W. & Darlene S. Boyd
Patricia H. Boysen
Thomas W. Boysen & Yvonne Feitner 
Tom & Jan Bradel
Merle & Jackie Bradley 
John P. & Lisa Brady
Bill Brauchli & Taruna Meyer-Brauchli
Yolanda A. Braunagel
Gary Braxton
Richard & Wendy Breen
Scott J. Brenden
Shirley Brickweg
Susan Bring
Thomas W. Brock
Sherie Broekema
Otis & Sharon Bronson
Donald & Anne Brooks
Carla Broussard
Mary L. Brower
Kenneth G. Brown
Robert F. Brown
Nancy A. Kilgore
Graham Bryce
Robert H. & Kathleen D. Buettner
Bennet R. Burch
James J. & Barbara A. Burke
Thomas Burke
Arthur L. & Arlene S. Burt
A. Jay & Irlys S. Busby
Mary Kay Bush
Robert W. Bushroe
Chalmers M. & Mary L. Butler
Paul & Julie Butterbrodt
Allan K. Cameron

Bob Cairns & Mary Murphy
Jessica Canez
Joseph & Donna Canfield
John Carlson
John & Peggy Carolan
Bill & Bonnie Carpenter
Jenny Porter Carrillo
Rudy Carrillo
Dennis J. & Barbara L. Carroll
Gordon M. & Evelyn F. Carscadden
Bill Carson 
Douglas K. & Sylvia E. Carver
Susan C. Cash
Kenneth & Enna Cassler
Jose Cazares
Paul R. & Oro Beth Cesarini
Stewart & Sandra Chan
Jesse D. Marylyn G. Chapman
Oscar A. & Catherine Chavez
Kathryn E. Chesness
Rick & Rianne Chimblo
Mark Christensen
Arnold & Ardith Clark
Ben & Susanne Clark
Stephen C. & Pamela Brown Clarridge
Dr. John & Eloise Clymer
Bob B. & Cynthia Cobb, Jr.
Elenor R. Cochran
Seth & Michelle Ruyle Cohen
Alan & Gail Cohn
Carol Cole
Dick & Dee Coleman
Dr. Terry & Shirley Coleman
Cornell E. & Carole P. Collins
Dan K. & Jacqueline K. Collins
Lorence G. & Barbara J. Collins
Paul Collyer
Raymond F. & Anita Colony
Janis M. Compton
Lhasa Compton
Connie L. Conner
Greg LaLonde & Marian Conrad 

LaLonde
David K. & Janet H. Conrad
Elizabeth Conroy
Irene U. Constantakis
Allen M. & Marilyn Cook
Jean S. Coombs
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Cooperman
Don Cope
Kathryn B. Cordova
Len & Doris Coris
Maria Corpuz
Francine Correll
Warren Cottrell & Jane Porter 
Robert L. & Kay S. Couch
Gorham & Marilyn Cowl
Arthur W. & Helen Cowles
Roger Cox & Mary Gruensfelder-Cox
Ed & Dianna Coxhead

Jimmy Crabb & Derre Ferdon
Dusty A. Crask
Kent & Arlene Crawford
Kim Crooks
Teena Cross
J. C. & Alberta I. Cullins
Bob & Sally Cummings
Eldon Cummings
Terry & Sandie Curren
Maryanne Curry
Andrew & Andrea J. Dalessandro
John & Mary Daley
Robert W. Dalrymple
Sherry Daniels
James & Sharon Danoff-Burg
Carri L. Daughtery
Ray Davies
Carmen C. Davis
John & Laura Davis
Jim Davis
Fred & Charlene Dawson
Jeff & Jill Dean
Lorraine DeCenzo
Randall K. & Laurel Decker
Ronald & Patricia Decker
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Delany
Paul A. & Barbara W. Dennis
John L. & Anne Denny, Jr.
Dan & Sandi Dent
Jeffrey C. & Celaine Derickson
Margaret Dewald
Nancy Dishaw
Tim Dittmann
Christopher S. & Joanne Dodds
Corrine M. Dolan
Joe & Loretta Dominguez
Richard & Lyra L. Done
Kevin & Joyce Donovan
Eugene & Vera Dooley
John C. & Sylvia Dorsey
Blake & Nancy Down
Madeline Doyle
Daniel J. & Kimberly Dressel
Marjorie Dudley
Caleb & Carol Deupree
Ed Dunin-Wasowicz
John Dunshee
Mike Duperret
Stella Durgin
Laura D. Durrenberger
Alice Eager
Donald & Carol Eagle
David W. Eales
Tom & Jan Earley
Anthony G. & Jean R. Ebertz
Ralph & Pam Edgar
William & Rosemary F. Edmonston
Norma Eike
David & Dawn Elliott
Thomas R. Elliot

 Youth On Their Own Contributors 
     July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007



Charles & Maribel Elton
Dave & Mary Ann Elwood
Suzanne Emam & Gabriel Chin
Lynette Emory
Michael S. & Sidney Engs
James R. & Nicki Eschinger
Debra Esparza
Samuel & Jennifer Esparza
Frances L. Evans
H. Eugene Evans
Bruce C. Everett
Dr. Tom W. & Marielena Eyler
Steve & Randy Fenton
James J. Ferry
Marcy Fielding
Earl W. & Lydia M. Fifer
Maria Figueroa
Morris & Beverly Fine
Dorothy Finley
John & Audrey Finley 
Jack & Shirlee Finney 
Jean G. Firch
Rick & Lorraine Firth
Randy Fisher
Yolanda Fisher
Steve & Cathie Fiskness
Eileen M. Fitzmaurice
Bruce C. & Patricia Flanagan
Susan B. Flynn
Bruce & Janet Bredeson Fohr
Anita C. Fonte
Bill & Pat Ford
Lisa Ford
Bonnie S. Fortunato
Dr. Bryan & Sara Foulk
Martin & Maureen Fox 
Leslie Franzblau
Michael & Eleanor Fraser
Carl & Sheryl Fredricksen
Catherine L. Freeman
Miles D. & Cheryl N. Freitag
William A. & Francine M. Fritton
Terry & Marc Frost
Linda J. Fugate
Bruce Fulton & Lorrane McPherson
Don J. & Betty L. Gaffery
Catherine Gale
Lyle & Kristie Gallegos
Dorothy Gardiner
Arthur & Barbara Garrett
Glenn & Marge Garrett
Betty Garrison
Robert A. & Phyllis J. Gaskill
David J. Muscianisi & Shari Lyn Gaskill
Gregory S. & Carol A. Gatewood
Ted & Judy Gayok 
Marina Ghaly
Laura J. Giersdorf
John & Gwen Gildea
Judith Gilford
Ralph Gilkerson
Jerry & Donna Gillett
James M. & Mary A. Gillie
M. G. & Ronnie Lou Gillmore
J.  M. Girden
Ronald A. & Dorothy A. Glass

James J. & Louise R. Glasser
John A. & Amy S. Gleason
Stanley I. & Annette Glickman
Lisa Golembiewski
Dr. Anne E. Golseth
Barbara B. Golseth
Robert & Lorna Golseth
John Gonzales
Gwen Goodman
Tyler & Joyce Goodman
John & Debra A. Gracie
John & Jerry Grady 
Gordon J. & Nancy Ann Graham 
Stanley S. & Wendy Graham
Jeffrey Grant
Frances M. Greenberg
Christine A. Greene
Robert L. & Cathleen M. Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Myron J. Grimes
Dr. & Mrs. Roger T. Grimes
George Griswold
Janet Guerrero
Pablo Guerrero
Les & Billie Gulbrandson
Dianne Gundersen
Rodney & Mary E. Gutridge
Frederick & Donna Haag
James F. & Jean M. Hagan
Alan & Juliette Haggh
Allan D. & Betty B. Halderman
Russell & Margaret Hamachek
James R. & Mary P. Hambacher
Frank W. & Jean Hamilton
John W. & Paige F. Hamner
Fred & Jonie Hancock
Tim Hanlor
Robert & Marian Hannon
Marlene Hannon
Michael J. & Christine Hanson 
Margaret K. Harding
Mona Lue Harley
John Reagan & Naomi Collins Harris
Gregory & Vicki Hart
Dr. Roger Hartley & Melissa English
Karl & Jennifer Hasenstab
Theodocia Hatch
Dr. Robert Hawke 
Dr. Wallace & Nila Haworth
Charles & Patsy Heacox
Robin Westenhiser & John Heaphy
Ken & Kathi Heeter
Andrew S. Heideman
Michele Heimpel
Johnny Helenbolt
Alfred M. & Carol A. Helgeson
Gary M. & Isabel Hendricks
Dr. William F. & Evangeline Hendrix
Rene Hernandez
Helen M. Heun
Amy Johnson Hicks
Tom & Sandy Hicks
Dolores D. Hillenbrand
Esthermarie Hillman
Robert S. & Harriet G. Hirsch
John A. & Linda Hisatomi
Wendy Hobbs

Mary R. Hockings
Donald & Dorothy Hoff
Paul D. & Barbara Holden
Conni Holderman
Robert & Elizabeth Holland
Mary L. Holmes
Gil & Alice Homstad
Jim & Mary Horvath
John P. & Virginia A. Houserman
N. Jane Howell
Rev. Carol F. Hubbard
Joann Hubbard
Charles & Maureen Huckelberry
Ralph & Sheri Hudson
Marilyn J Huntress
Susan Husband
Cosette Hutton
Dr. Thomas & Carmella Iannucci
Cherie Isham
Jan Izlar
Starla Jackson
Erin Jacobs
Arthur & Libbie Jacobson, Jr. 
Mr. Cecil W. James
Frederic & Gayle Jandrey
Jean Jarvis
Kristin Jarvis
Lynn Jarzombek
Alex L. & Annette Jeoney
Elizabeth J. Johnson
Karl B. & Bette J. Johnson
Kathryn C. Johnson
Marjean A. Johnson
Paul & Vivian Johnson
Pearl Johnson
Robert Johnson
Charles W. & Karen E. Jonaitis
Kristie B. Jones
Lizbeth Jones
Patsy Joy
Perce & Shirley Judd
John R. & Millicent R. Kaiser
Michael & Robin Sue Kaiserman
Donna Kallal
Pauline Kaltenbacher
Alan & Beverly Kasdan
Fran Katz
Bonnie Kay
Geoffrey N. & Mary M. Kearney
Kurtis & Christi Keener
Charles T. & Ellen S. Kelley
David P. & Barbara G. Kelly
Dr. & Mrs. John Kelly
Rose Marie Kelly
Richard & Gladys Kenney
Lauren Kettenbach
Jack & Randolyn A. Keyes
Karen Kilmer
James E. & Priscilla A. King
Richard L. & Mary V. King
Dorothy J. Kingsmore
Russell O. & Christie M. Kinkadee
Thomas Q. & Judith Kintigh
Thomas Kirberger
Beulah Kish
Al & Janice Kivel

Dale E. & Evelyn A. Kleinhans
Roy Kline
Randy L. & Brenda J. Knapp
Adrienne & Bob Knoll
Brandon & Hanna Legg Koenig
Leo & Judith Koester
Helen Konecky
Michael & Vicky Konecky
Christine Konigsfeld
Karen Ann Kovacs
Matthew D. & Dorina Kramer
Scott D. & Dixie L. Krause
Bob & Karen Kreiling
Elizabeth Krejci
Edwin H. & Betty J. Krug
John & Joan Kurath
Thomas & Margaret Kusian
H. L. Lopez Family
Riley D. Mixson
Richard & Pat Mochel
Jack Moler
C. P. & Margaret Montgomery
Harvey L. & Patricia C. Montgomery
Randolph S. & Tyra A. Moore
Herb & Grace Moran
Ted & Emily Morrison
David & Jenny Morthland
Barbara Morton
John B. & Sylvia Mulchay
Paul X. & Dorothy Ann Mullen
Sylvia Munoz
Jerry B. & Jane W. Murphy
Martin Murphy
Gene P. & Helen Naples
H. Joan Kwiatkowski
Amy Kyle
John & Terry Lacy
Lana Lamar
Jonathan F. & Colette A. Landeen
Matthew Landon
James & Lila Lane 
Mary S. Larkin & Audrey Ching
Sandy Larson
Don A. & Paula R. Lawson
Kirk & Marjorie Lawton
Lois V. Leahy
CWO Bertram Lee, USMCR (Ret)
Danny & Darlene Lee
Rachael Lee
Robert & Cynthia Lefko
Russ & Rosemarie Leger
Carolyn Leigh
Linda Jean Leighton
John & Kathy LeMay
Jesus Leon
Tomas & Wendy Leon
Donna Lerma
Donna Levely
Martin B. & Marion Levy
Yoram Levy
Chandler & Cheryl Lewis
Jon T. & Darcy A. Lewis
Shelly Linson
J. D. & B. J. Lippencott
F. Marian Lisitzky
Richard Liska



Gary & Kelly Loeb
Bob Lofgren
William & Mary Lofquist
Maurice & Lucina Lopez
Luis M. & Melody L. Lopez
Lura M. Lovell
Mary J. Lucas
Frances Luchsinger
Marilyn  J. Ludwig
Linda Lukas
Tom & Mary Jane Lundsgaard
John R. & Coletta M. Lupinski
Gayle F. Lurvey
Edward W. & Anne Lyman, Jr.
Joy Lyndes
Carl D. Macpherson
E. Lorneen Magiera
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maher
Robert & Marlene Mailloux
H. Michael & Joan M. Majean
Carole & Phil Malan
Lesley T.  Mansur
Janet & Frank Marcus
Ronald C. & Cara L. Marks
David R. & Laurel Marquez
Catherine Martin
Edna M. Martin
Jeff L. & Kathryn Varney Martin
Richard T. Martin
Benjamin Martinez & Maria Castro
Pietro Martorana
Barbara Martucci
Kaoru & Carmen Matsuda
Roy H. & June E. Mattson
Debra R. Maust
Stephanie May-Garcia
Lee Mayer
Nancy & Jim Mayerhofer
Martha Mazzolini
Patrick & Agnes McCallion
Marilyn  McCarthy
Estella E. McConnell
Fred & Pam McConnell
Daniel P. & Capri A. McCue
G. W. & C. A. McDonald
Crosby & Brenda McDowell
Michael McGrath
G. Robert & Virginia L. McKay
Velia C. McKelvey
Harold H. & Alice A. McKernan
Nancy McMahon
Patricia McMahon
Suzette McPhail
Milton & Sandy Mein
Robert J. Mejias
Carlos S. & Alice M. Melendez
Steven Melendez
Larry & Lynda Menis
Daniel V. Meyer
 Harvey Meyers
Joseph F. Meza
David Michael
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Michaud
Roy & Irma Milks
Charles O. Miller
Elizabeth Miller

Joy McGuire Miller
Randall J. & Elizabeth G. Miller
Una K. Miller
Robert Mink
Yashaswini Mittal
Lt. Col. Richard L. USAF (Ret) & Gloria 

Jean Nelson
Florida Nepacaena
Michael & Catherine F. Newman
Edward B. & Lola T. Newton
Colleen A. & Lary C. Nichols
Roger & Marilyn Nichols
Lois J. Nickel & Doris Stokes
Al & Nicki Nickerson 
Rev. Kai M. & Patricia G. Nilsen
Denise M. Noblesse
Eileen Nolan
Paul Nolan & Suzanne Campbell
John W. & Sheila M. Norris
Allan & Alfie Norville
Joel W. Novak
Kevin Nutter
Claire O’Dowd
John & Mary O’Hair
Katherine O’Rourke
Peter E. & Dorothea M. Ochoa
Marjorie O’Connell
Lane & Kim Oden
Peggy Oden
Robert F. & Mary Jo Ogurek
Sarah Ohara
Russell G. & Jean M. Olson
Lynne & Denis Olson
Robert G. & Sandra L. Ongley
Ron O. & Bonnie Ostby
Charles & Susan Ott
Mr. & Mrs. Frank B. Over
Lyall & Donna Pacheco
Gordon & Elizabeth Packard
Perry & Debie Pageau
Kathron Pallija
Carol Parham
Jerry & Gigi Parisi
Robert & Marcia Parker
Robert D. Parks
The Parrs
Galen T. & Karen S. Pate
Elizabeth Rogerson-Patterson
Dr. Frank & Marilyn Pavel
Hank & Barbara Peck
Paul & Eve Pender
Craig & Rita J. Perkins
Gregory H. Peters
Buzz Petersen & Robbie Willingham
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Pettis
Dana Lee Petty
Barbara V. Pevey
Steven W. Phillips
Joy L. Phoenix
Chew Chin Phua & Weng Cho Chew
Tracy Pitts
Honey Pivirotto
Joseph & Joan Pobrislo
William H. Pogor
Michelle L. Poppen
Virginia Portz

Boz & Bonnie Prichard  
Mary Jane Pringle
Louis & Emma Procaccino
Gloria Proo
Keith G. & Jill E. Provan
Byron & Beth Puhler
Chuck Putney
Barbara Lee Quinlan
Ernesto Quiroga
Elsa Quiroz
Michael Racy & Michal J. Glines
Catherine Mary Radford
John C. & Shirley Rafacz
Monica Ann Ramirez
Lisa Rankin
Janel Rasmussen
Neils & Helen Rasmussen
The Estate of Evelyn E. Raupp
Mary-Margaret Raymond
John & Elke Reagan
Audra T. Reckard
Wocky Redsar
Howard & Dorothy Reeve
Jim & Lu Reffkin
William & Aitreyia Reifsnyder
James & Nora Retsinas
Maria Reyes
Michael & Helen Reynolds
Rosemarie Rhodes
Donna Litscher-Rich
George W. & Earlene M. Ridge, Jr.
Bill & Cassandra Ridlinghafer
Mike & Arlene Rieber
Ronald B. & Sande Rivas
Douglas R. & Mary R. Roben
Gail M. Roberts
Debra Z. Rodriquez
Ruben J. & Gloria A. Rodriquez
Maria Rodriquez
Carol Romero
Gabriel Romero
Laura Romero
Dr. Ruben D. Romero
Charles J. & Patricia Rondelli
Barbara C. Rosano
Bruce A. & Dolores B. Roscow
Howard & Lillian Ross, Jr.
Richard & Rose Ann Roussard
Isadora Rowe 
Ann Alderson 
Zoe Ann Rowe
Terry Ruiz
Stephen M. & Ruth O. Russell
Carol Ann Ruth
Ernest J. & Janis Salerno 
Edward & Hilda Samorano
John & Diana Samuelson
Michael Sanchez
Bill & Margo Sanden
Richard G. & Judith K. Sanderson
Dr. John P. & Dr. Helen S. Schaefer
Esther Scher
Lawrence & Shirley Schiever
Joe & Judy Schillinger
Nancy J Schlegel
Barbara Schmidt

M. Celine Schmidt
Eve Schocket
Susan L. Scholl-Smith
Carl D. & Bella Schroeder
Annette Schuette
Ed & Patricia Schwartz
Cpt. J. P. & Mary J. Sciabarra
James N. & Karen E. Scott
Ed & Pat Scott 
William A. & Shirley R. Scott
Al & Doris Seames
William K. & Betty J. Sebert
Leonard & Elsie Sevick
Jacquelyn Shearer
Aiden Shef
Mary Jo Sheridan
Sue Sherrick & Miles Green 
John H. & Susan M. Shorbe
David L. & Mary Jane Shorey
Donald L. & Virginia Shuman
Carol Sieber
Reid & Margret Silvern
Elizabeth Simpson
Sam Slade
Randolph M. Slaughter
Mr. & Mrs. David Smallhouse
Daniel I. & Gretchen W. Smith
Dr. Lawrence H. E. & Barbara A. Smith
Norman & Laurie E. Snodgrass
Dr. Larry Sobel & Elaine Nathanson
Pamela Soldwedel
Dawn Sommers
Mark Sorensen
Richard V. & Dolores Soto
Ted & Diana S. Sowlakis
Wendy L. Spaulding
Joseph V. & Shirley S. Spitler, Jr.
Dale H. Sprotbery
Bonnie Standley
Ramon J. & Marilyn J. Stanek
Jeannie Lou Starks
Mary W. Steed
Monica Stefanescu
Don & Gen Steffen
Sue Steimle
Zellman & Zoralee Steinberg
James Stevenson & Kris Rees
Ronald A. & Mary L. Stewart
Robert C. & Diane Storie
Marjorie Stotsky
Donna Stout
Edward & Nancy Strauss 
Andrew Strinka
Mr. John L. Strobeck
Elizabeth A. Strong
Charles Strothman
Ruth Stroud
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Struble 
Morris A. & Carol Stubblefield
G. Dana & Lorraine Stuckey
David & Susan P. Stumpf
Arlene Sturm
Dan & Pat Sturmon
Martin & Lisa Suarez
William A. & Barbara A. Sugars
Janet M. Summers



Peter & Della Swarm
John Sweeney
Wendy Sweet
Bob & Lisa Swift & Children
Fred & Jean Swinson
Angelique Tadeo
Hamdy A. & Karen T. Taha
David & Natasha Taplin
Hank & Lucette Tarbox
Barb Tarrish
Humberto & Charlene L. Tequida
Judith F. Terlizzi
Bill Thoman
Melanie J. & Terrell R. Thomas
Dr. Robert W. & Audrey R. Thomassen
Arnold & Marian Thompson
Rosanne Thompson
Roy & Jeri Thorson
John Thorup
Mark Tiernan
Martin A. & Susan S. Tiernan
Irene Tieva
Charles H. & Mary Tillinghast
Dr. Richard & Glenda Toll
Susan Tomlinson
Lowell E. Tompkins
Max Torres
Terrance A. & Kathleen M. Torzala
Pamela Traficanti
Patricia Treeful
Holly Tripp
Leon Tsai & Diana S. Chapin-Tsai 
Holly D. Tubbiolo
Thomas C. & Inez Tucker
Bekki Tunis-Booth
Vivian R. Turner
Dr. John R. & Denise Tye
Wendell & Rose Tyson
Elda M. Vail
Robert Vaksman
William G. & Celina Valenzuela
Steven & Carolyn Van Nort 
Mj. Gen. Hoyt S. & Anne Vandenberg
Ethel Vanice
Aimee Vanover
Anthony & Jane Vecchione
John Vesely
Dean H. & Marilyn F. Vesling
Thomas & Joanne P. Victory
Melissa M. Vito & Charles Bollong 
Dorie Voigt
Jane Voigt
George & Carol Volk
Dr. Richard & Madeleine Wachter
G. D. Wadsworth
Marianne L. Wagner
Jonathan Walker
Paul & Maureen Wallace
Kirk & Mary E. Wallendorf
David G. Walton
L. A. & Susan Wan
Jon B. & Noreen Wang
John Ward & Laura Currey-Ward
Richard B. & Jeanice J. Warren
Joan F. Weaver
Mildred V. Wedel

Jane H. Weekly
Margaret West
Bill & Marietta Wewee
Norman & Mary Wezelman
Helen White
Travis White
Bert Whitehead
Constance Whitehead
Kari Wickenheiser
Martin & Cyndy Wiggins
James & Michelle Wik
Earl & Lois Wilford 
Raymond W. Wilford
Eloise Williams
Mark & Rebecca Wilson
Dennis Winans
Frank P. & Cleo L. Wipff
W. L. & Marylou Wolfe
Jim & Linda Wood
Bob & Cathy Workman
Dr. Darrell D. & Sandy E. Wotta
David & Martha Wright
Craig Wunderlich
Richard & Rosemary Yancey
Debra YanSice
Ken & Diane Yeaglin
Randy & Patti Yenerich 
Mona Ylvisaker    
Dick & Ann Young
John F. Young
Jon R. & Karen L. Young
Kevin Young
Lori Young
Louise L. Young
Margaret B. Young
Robert D. Young
Samuel H. Young
Thomas N. Young
William J Young
George F. & Pat Yuhas
Fernando Zepeda
Jack & Jo Zingg

Businesses and Organizations
Abracadabra
Amphitheater Camp & Scholarship 

Association
Arizona Roamers
Arizona Roofing Contractors Association
Bank of America
Bashas’ 
Bolchalk Frey Marketing
Books Are Fun, LTD.
Bunco Babes
Catalina United Methodist Church
Charitable Vending, LLC
Christ Church United Methodist
Christ The King Episcopal Church
Church of the Painted Hills
Commerce Bank of Arizona
Community Church at SaddleBrooke
The Country Fair White Elephant, Inc.
David C. & Lura M. Lovell Foundation
Desert Hills Lutheran Church
Desert Kiwanis Foundation

Deupree Family Foundation
Downtown Tucson Lioness Club
Eagle Roofing Products
Elks Ladies Auxiliary of Green Valley # 

2592
Empire Machinery
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Gamma Iota, 

Chapter 3682
ExxonMobil Foundation
FedEx Freight
First National Bank Charitable 

Foundation
First National Bank
Foundation Cariñoso
Fred & Christine Armstrong Foundation 
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
Giffords for Senate 2006
Green Valley Lions Club
Harry & Marjorie Stewart Foundation
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Inglis Florists
Intuit
Intuit Foundation
Jewish Federation of Southern Arizona
Kachina House
KB Home Tucson
Kiwanis Club of Sun City Vistoso
Kiwanis Young Children’s Council of 

Pima County
LJC Consultants, Inc.
Long Realty Cares Foundation
Magna Investment & Development, LTD
Marana Rotary Foundation
McCortney Foundation
Meritage Homes
NCH Corporation
Newcomers Club of Tucson
Nicholas W. Genematas Foundation
North Country Pest
Northminster Presbyterian Women’s 

Association
Nova Homes Loans
O’Rielly Family Foundation
OB-GYN Nurse Practitioners
Omega Wallbeds, Inc.
Oracle Union Church
Oro Valley Optimist Club
Our Lady of the Valley Parish
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Pantano Rotary Club of Tucson
Pastiche Modern Eatery
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Philoptochos Society of Tucson
PICOR Charitable Foundation
Qualcomm
R.E.A.C. #180
Rayben - Raytheon
Rays of Hope - Raytheon
RJM Concrete, Inc.
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church
Sertoma Foundation
Southern  AZ  Retired Coaches & 

Officials
Southern AZ Home Builders Association
Southwest Gas Corporation

St Francis In The Valley Episcopal Church
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
St. Mark’s United Methodist Women
St. Teresa’s Guild
St. Thomas The Apostle Catholic Church
Sun Mechanical Contracting, Inc.
Superstition Mountain, Chapter FPRA
Swan Lake Estates Social Fund
The Ashton Company
The Bruce T. Halle Family Foundation
The Click Family Foundation
The Eliot Spalding Foundation
The Jasam Foundation 
The Mountain Room Foundation
The National T.T.T. Society
The Stocker Foundation
The Tucson Woman’s Club
The West, Inc
The Wings Like Eagles Foundation
Trinity Presbyterian Women
Tucson African Heritage Network-IBM
Tucson American Marketing Association
Tucson Auto Auction
Tucson Corvette Club
Union Distributing Company
United Methodist Women of Christ 

Church
University of AZ Beta Group
Valley Presbyterian Church
Ventana Canyon Golf & Racquet Club
Ventana Mortgage Corporation
Welcome Club Northwest
Welcome Wagon Northeast 
Western Land Investments, Inc.
Women’s Foundation of Southern 

Arizona

Charitable Work Campaigns
Cardinal Health
City of Tucson ECAP 
Pima County ECAP
Raytheon Charitable Giving
State Employees Charitable Campaign
Tucson Airport Authority
United Way of Delaware
United Way of Tucson & Southern 

Arizona
Valley of the Sun United Way

To respect the confidentiality of 
those donors who wish to remain 
anonymous, this is a partial list-
ing of contributors to Youth On 
Their Own.  We have taken great 
care in preparing these listings, 
but if your name is omitted or is 
in error, please accept our apol-
ogy and contact us so we may 
correct our records.



You’re Invited!
...to YOTO’s 13th annual fundraising gala – Top of the Town ‘08.  Please 
join us on Saturday, March 15, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at Loews Ventana Canyon 
Resort, 7000 N. Resort Drive for a memorable affair in support of YOTO 
students.  The event begins with a no-host bar and silent auction that offers 
fantastic getaways, golf packages, fine artwork, treasures from some of 
Tucson’s most unique shops, and more.  Dinner, student presentations, 
a fun, fast-moving game entitled “Heads or Tails,” and entertainment 
complete the evening.   

We’ll see you there!
Barbara Bardach, Chair
Patti Yenerich, Sponsorships & Board Liaison

Ticket cost is $125 per person or $1,250 for a table of ten. 
For ticket and/or table purchase, please visit yoto.org or contact 
the office at 520.293.1136. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Top of the Town ’08 Leadership (l to r) Barbara Bardach, Chair; Mary 
Stewart, Production; Patti Yenerich, Sponsorships and Board Liaison; 
Dianna Cox, Acquisitions.

Not pictured: 
Executive Director; Gina Babunovic, Communications; 
Sue Brooks - Marathon Marketing, Advisor;  Maria Castro, Operations; 
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director;  Meredith Moore, Student Liaison; 
Pat Sturmon, Outreach.

Kristy Becko-Whisenant, Phyllis Bement, Diana Boros, Pam Burke, Rebecca Burns, 
Peggy Craig, Ed Dunin-Wasowicz, Shirlee Finney, Carol Fiore, Gwen Gildea,  
Sally Goldberg, Kathi Heeter, Isabel Hendricks, Alice Homstad, Beverly Kasdan, 
Cristi Kittle, Bob and Karen Kreiling, Debbie Kusumi, Joan Lee, Gary and Kelly Loeb, 
Margaret Montgomery, Emily Morrison, Gigi Parisi, Ed and Barbara Saffran, 
Janis Salerno, Carrie Schocker, Diana Stocks, Nancy Strauss, Eloise Williams.  

Student Needs
The YOTO on-site “Mini Mall” brims with supplies, then, 
all of a sudden the cupboards seem sparse in certain items.  
At this time, we would truly appreciate donations of the 
following: 

• Toilet paper
• Baby wipes
• Feminine products (pads, tampons)
• Laundry detergent
• Male and female new socks, underwear, bras 
  (all sizes needed)

Please log onto yoto.org and click “Student Needs Bank”  
for a complete listing of  YOTO students’ basic needs.  

“WRITE A WILL” MONTH

March is WRITE A WILL Month.  Youth On Their Own and two 
other Tucson nonprofits that serve different populations of the 
homeless have teamed up with LEAVE A LEGACY® to present a 
WRITE A WILL workshop.  You will receive reliable information 
on estate planning, walk away with helpful tools to prepare or 
update your will, and learn how planning for the future can help 
care for your loved ones and our community. The presenter is 
Christopher H. Mathis of Bogutz and Gordon, a Tucson firm that 
specializes in estate planning and elder law.

LEAVE A LEGACY® is a public awareness campaign of the 
National Committee on Planned Giving. LEAVE A LEGACY® 
programs across the country are educating the public about the 
benefits of estate planning, including the option to make the 
“ultimate gift” to charity through a bequest.  LEAVE A LEGACY® 
is organized in conjunction with the Planned Giving Roundtable 
of Southern Arizona. 

To get your plan started, join us on Wednesday, March 26 at 2:00 
p.m at Primavera Foundation’s Jim & Vicki Click Training Center 
located at 152 W. 40th Street (near I-10 and S. 6th Avenue).  
This workshop is for informational purposes only.  There will be 
no charitable solicitation involved at the workshop and attendees 
are encouraged to seek personalized advice from their own 
financial advisor or estate planner.

Pre-registration is appreciated but not required. To  
register or for more information, contact David Elliot at  
delliot@primaverg.org or 520-623-5111 ext 101.



Board of Directors
Marian Conrad LaLonde, President
Patti Yenerich, Vice President
Martin Falkowski, Treasurer
Suzanne Emam, Secretary
Rudy Carrillo, Past President

Michael Bolchalk, Michael Engs, Ed.D., Thomas Eyler D.O., 
Michael Hanson, Jean Jarvis, Fred McConnell, Lorrane McPher-
son, Lisa Rankin, Patrick Tierney, Ann Young

Staff
Mary Gruensfelder-Cox, Executive Director
Gina Babunovic, Communications & Development Director
Meredith Moore, Program Director
Maria Castro, Operations Manager

All Call for Volunteers 
Front Desk Receptionist
This opportunity is for you if you possess a friendly, outgoing nature and are comfortable multi-tasking and 
working in a team environment with a diverse clientele.  This highly visible agency position entails meeting 
and greeting agency student clients and supporters, answering general questions and phone calls, and 
directing calls to the appropriate staff member. Tasks include clerical duties and assisting staff with special 
projects as needed.  Good communication, computer and organizational skills, an interview, reference 
and background check, and a training session required. The Front Desk Receptionist volunteer opportunity 
is a commitment of four hours per week for at least six months.  There are several receptionist openings 
available throughout the week and hours are flexible.	

Trucks and Muscles
Volunteers needed on an “on call” basis! On occasion Youth On Their Own receives calls regarding 
contributions of household goods, such as small couches, student desks, and mattresses and box springs, 
which are perfect for student use but the donor is unable to deliver items to the YOTO office. This is the 
ideal opportunity if you are unable to volunteer on a weekly, regular basis but want to help, you possess a 
vehicle that can accommodate large items and are willing to pick-up items and deliver them to YOTO.

Please contact Maria Castro, YOTO Operations Manager,
at 293.1136 x 203 or mcastro@yoto.org.

Editor’s 
Corner

YOTO publishes a Fall, 

Winter, Spring, and Summer 

newsletter.  Please feel free 

to call or email with your 

comments, suggestions, 

or change in contact 

information.

Gina Babunovic

Communications & 

Development Director

520.293.1136 x 208

gbabunovic@yoto.org

Thank you!
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